﻿Chapter 1


The world was safe,


The world was beautiful,


The world was warm,


The world was wonderful.


Rainbowdash opened up her eyes weakly and looked slowly across the bed to the sleeping pony beside her.


She smiled softly, hugging her tight and Applejack just opened her eyes sleepily when she felt the warmth, looking at Rainbowdash slowly.


"Good mornin'" she said with a smile of her own.


"How was your sleep?" Dash asked quietly and AJ just yawned, stretching in the Pegasus's hoofs,


"Oh it was grand."


"You know I dreamt about you last night," Dash said with a grin,


"Not surprising," Applejack replied knowing that was usually Dash's dream.


"I dreamt you were able to run again…"


Applejack became slightly quiet when she heard that… why would Rainbowdash say something like that..? It kind of hurt her.


"Oh…" she replied quietly. Dash saw quickly her partner's eyes dim and said fast,


"I didn't mean it that way,"


"I know…" Applejack said, moving a bit in her hoofs and Dash had to tell her properly what she meant.


"I mean, I think you'll be able to run again one day,"


"You know that's not possible…" Applejack said slowly, sitting up in the bed and Dash only pulled a worried look. Applejack had so little belief that she would ever be strong again, it made her annoyed that she didn't believe her when she told her she could.


"I'm gonna go make some breakfast…" Applejack said back to her, breaking Dash's chain of thought and the Pegasus nodded, watching her leave with slightly unsteady legs and sighed.


Ever since that day when AJ woke from that brain dead stage, her body never seemed to work properly.


It was always very stiff, she wasn't a fast runner anymore and Dash had had to take on her role in the family work.


She was happy with her life, but sometimes she saw Applejack's face when the country pony thought she wasn't looking, and saw slight sadness in her green eyes… it nearly broke her heart.


Applejack reached forward to the apples on the shelf, her hoof shaking a little bit but she got one and brought it down, chewing on it softly with a sigh.


Why did Rainbow have to say she'd be running again… it wasn't fair. She knew her marefriend didn't mean anything by it and was trying to encourage her but she found it hard even doing the smallest of tasks.


Applebloom came down the stairs with a smile and skipped towards her sister.


"Hey, big sis, what's up?"


"Oh nuthin'" Applejack said with a weak smile.


"Nuthin'? If ya say so," Applebloom said with a beam and jumped on the kitchen chair, getting two apples and swallowing them down.


"Hungry?" Applejack asked with a grin.


"Of course, I'm starved, I think lately I've been eating more apples than I've been bucking."


"Well, you are a growin' filly." Applejack said smiling and Applebloom went off with that, her little sister always on the go and it made her happy that she was still alive to see her grow… but sometimes she hated the price it had taken.


There was a knock on the door and she looked over to it confused, walking over to it weakly and opening it but squinted slightly from the pain.


Fluttershy was at the door… the Pegasus often coming over these days to give her company when everyone was at work and she smiled at her friend in greeting.


"Good mornin' Fluttershy,"


"Hey…" she said quietly and looked up at Applejack slowly. The orange pony could sense something was the matter with the way the yellow pony looked and asked,


"Is anythin' the matter?"


"It's Pinkie's birthday today… I'm having her over to my cottage… would you l-like to come?"


Applejack looked at her quietly. She had never even realised that a whole year had gone by and smiled to Fluttershy awkwardly.


"I don't know… I've barely heard anything about her in months…"


"She's doing good…" Fluttershy said nervously, "She's h-happy."


Something in her voice didn't quite convince Applejack.


She really didn't know what to say… she knew Pinkie and her had been on good terms, but over the last four months since she was recovered, she had lost a lot of contact with them, only Fluttershy seeing her sometimes.


"Can I think about it?" she said quietly, "I'm just not sure."


"Of course," Fluttershy said with a shy smile, "She's coming over at six."


"Okay,"


"See you soon," Fluttershy peeped out with a smile and AJ nodded, the meak Pegasus taking flight and she watched her go, her heart dampening.


She walked slowly back into the kitchen and felt hoofs wrap around her in greeting as a voice said warmly,


"Hey."


She smiled weakly, as Dash kissed her and said with a grin.


"You look upset? What's up?"


"That was Fluttershy just at the door,"


"What did she want?"


Applejack looked at her slowly… she really didn't feel like bringing it up but said with a sigh,


"Today's Pinkie's birthday,"


"Oh," Dash said and pulled a smile out of all things "Great, I haven't seen her in a while."


"She's having a small party for her."


"Great… do you wanna go?"


Applejack looked at Dash slowly… this seemed to not nearly affect her as much as herself and said uncertain.


"Sure… I just thought it might be awkward…"


Dash looked at her confused… Pinkie may have done some bad things in the past, but she had a strong bond with her ever since that day when she laid crying in her hoofs… something she had never told Applejack about.


"Oh… I guess it might,"


She saw AJ's strained face and got slightly worried, "If you don't want to go, we don't have to."


"I know…" Applejack said and sighed, "I do wanna go… I just don't know what to say to her,"


"We don't have to stay long," Dash said with a little encouragement and AJ just smiled.


"I know… okay." She said with a braveness and Dash hugged her, kissing her on the cheek before going off to get breakfast and all Applejack did was sigh.


She felt so useless at the moment… everyone was moving forward with their lives but all she did was hold herself back… she missed her friends. The last thing she said to Twilight was thanking her for what she did…four months ago... but now she questioned if living was all that great.


She was just staying in her house, day in day out… with only her family and Dash to give her comfort, she was even more disabled than Grandma Smith.


But she was going to take a step forward today… she was going to see all her friends again after so much time.


She looked at Dash as she ate some hay and smiled… maybe this melancholy would fade that had come upon her the last couple of weeks, maybe she only had to try reach out.


XXXXX


The two arrived at Fluttershy's cottage that night at the appointed time, Applejack watching as the pony taxi galloped off. She hated how she couldn't even make it this small distance on her own.


She felt Dash touch her hoof with a smile and looked at her weakly, smiling back.


"You ready, babe?" her marefriend said and AJ only grinned, Dash rarely called her that.


"Yeah I'm ready hot cheeks," she said with a smirk and they knocked on the door, Fluttershy opening it and smiling largely.


"Oh you t-two came!" she said and led them inside, Dash helping AJ but when they approached the sitting room there sat Pinkie at the small table, looking down at her cake with quiet eyes.


"Hey Pinkie."


The pink pony looked up slowly as she saw Dash and AJ in front of her and just gave a warm smile.


"Hey guys,"


"Long time… no see," AJ said nervously and Pinkie just nodded her head,


"I'm so glad you came."


Dash helped Applejack onto the couch but AJ just pushed away saying, "No, I can do it."


"Kay..?" Dash said slowly and Applejack sat up on the lounge, smiling at Pinkie weakly, Dash going over and giving the pink pony a hug.


"Happy Bday Pinkie,"


"Thanks, Dashie." Pinkie said with a smile and Dash sat down on the couch next to her marefriend, Fluttershy sitting down on the ground to finish off the assembly.


"Is anyone else coming?" Applejack asked nervously and Fluttershy gave a peaceful smile,


"Rarity said she'd pop by for a bit, I'm so glad we're together…"


"Twilight not comin'?" Applejack asked weakly.


"No… she couldn't make it."


"I haven't seen her in so long…" the orange mare said to herself quietly and felt Dash hold her hoof with a smile.


"We'll see her again,"


"I know…" AJ said with a quiet voice, but somehow she never believed her own words.


The four all looked at each other, Pinkie just smiling happy to see her friends, happy to see Dash was happy… happy knowing things were good, that the past could be forgiven.


"So, you two have any plans for the future?" Pinkie said nervously with a big smile.


"Like what?" Dash said in wonder.


"Wedding bells, foals?"


The two went completely silent, the talk of this really something neither of them had ever discussed and Rainbow Dash and Applejack looked at each other awkwardly.


Dash had always been too afraid to mention any of this to Applejack, she had always waited for her to bring it up and looked at her marefriend with a nervous smile.


AJ just smiled awkwardly back at Pinkie and said with a nervous voice,


"In time."


"Oh I know, but you girls must have talked about it?"


The two looked at each again… these questions were difficult and Dash only said, suddenly sad,


"…no."


"Come on Pinkie, let's blow out your candles," Fluttershy said changing the subject and Pinkie only rolled her eyes with a giggle,


"Oh alright."


She gave a big blow and soon small streams of smoke rose from the candle sticks, Fluttershy cutting the cake and handing out pieces to all her friends.


"Thanks," Dash said as she took hers and looked at Applejack nervously. They had been together for a year now… but maybe it was too soon to really be talking about this stuff. She thought about it often though.. but what was she afraid of?


The four ate their cake, Pinkie and Fluttershy laughing and talking and soon Rarity arrived, bringing a present of a new dress and Pinkie just squeaked in glee, trying it on then and there, the ponies admiring her with compliments.


Rarity smiled at her friends, saying to AJ and Dash,


"Hello you two,"


"Hey Rarity," AJ said back kindly.


"You look lovely Applejack," she said with a warm face and the orange mare smiled nervously. Ponies always treated her more carefully since that day, and she said back,


"Thanks Rarity,"


"It's a shame Twilight couldn't come," Fluttershy said sadly and Applejack just looked to the ground… out of everyone, Twilight was the one she really needed to see… ponies had always talked about how she had stayed by her side so much in the hospital, she wondered why the unicorn had just vanished from her life.


The party continued on, the girls making jokes, laughing but soon it grew late and Dash had to leave to get a taxi.


The girls all hugged AJ as she left in weak steps the cottage and soon she found herself back in her farm home, Dash making her some tea before the Pegasus asked with a nervous laugh,


"Crazy night, huh?"


"Oh yeah… it was really sumthin' seeing all our friends again,"


"It was funny what Pinkie said, wasn't it?"


AJ looked up at her confused, "What was that again?"


"About our future plans," Dash said slightly annoyed she couldn't recall… what else would she mean by what Pinkie said.


"Oh yeah…" Applejack said with a awkward smile, "I guess somepony was going to bring it up eventually."


"AJ… do you want to talk about it?" Dash said, coming over with AJ's tea cup and the orange mare just looked off nervous.


"Not tonight…"


Okay, not the answer Dash wanted.


She looked at her a little annoyed,


"Why not?"


"Well we know what we are… why do we hav' ta formalize it?"


She did not expect to hear that… how come Applejack had never spoken of this before?


"I…" Dash said, looking at her marefriend quietly, though now that she looked at her, she wished she could use a different word…


Wife,


"I don't know."


Applejack seemed a little nervous, as she stepped towards Dash and kissed her on the cheek.


"I'm goin' to bed," she said with a reassuring smile and Dash just nodded slowly, watching her feeble marefriend struggle to get up those stairs.


It hurt her… she always pictured that after a year together AJ would want this to be put in stone… after everything, all she had said to her, all they were.


Maybe she had to just push them forward like she had done in the beginning.


The beginning where Applejack did not even want to admit her feelings until Dash had given her no choice.


She bit her lip scared at what she had to do.


Propose…


Maybe it was time.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 2


A new day came, the sun shining in brightly into the house and AJ just sat in the lounge room, her heart beating weakly, her body sore like always and she only looked outside the window, seeing the bright blue sky clear of clouds and grass so green it could blind.


Granny Smith was away on her rocking chair, knitting some clothing with a cheery face on, as she hummed loudly to herself a song Applejack could only assume was from the old days.


Granny Smith was the one that usually stayed in the house with her, sometimes Fluttershy came over but that was usually only once a week.


She watched her grandma rock back and forth as she knitted some type of clothing but for the life of her she couldn't make out what it was.


"Hey, Granny…" she said softly and Granny Smith looked up at her with a question mark.


"Yes, sugarcube?"


AJ giggled a little, knowing that's where she got the habbit and only sighed,


"Does life ever get any easier the longer it goes?"


"Applejack, it gets ten times better, look at me!" Granny said with a cheer "I'm ninety eight and I'm as fit as a fiddle!"


"Yeah…" AJ said with a smile. She remembered when she was a young filly how Granny Smith used to tell her stories… and ever since coming back from the brink of life, she had started to hear them again as she stayed in the home with her during the day.


But today she had to do something else… today she had to make a re-acquaintance with a friend she hadn't seen in so long.


She sighed… she had only been in Ponyville town a few times in the last few months, she had forgotten nearly how it looked like in her head. She could make out the usual details but today she would see it all again and then see Twilight.


"Granny, could you call for Rainbow dash for me?" she asked weakly and the elderly green mare nodded, walking off in quaky steps to the door but when she reached it her voice yelled so shrill,


"RAINBOW! APPLEJACK WANTS YOU!" AJ blocked her ears from the pain of the scream and Granny Smith just licked her dry lips, coming back to the lounge room and her granddaughter said quietly,


"Thanks,"


"Oh anything for you, dear"


The door opened shortly after with Dash zooming into the house and looked at AJ worried,


"Is everything okay?"


"Yeah," AJ lied, but Dash wasn't convince, and the orange pony continued weakly, "Could you call me a taxi?"


"Why, where do you need to go?" Dash asked quickly, AJ never left the house.


"I want ta go visit Twilight…"


"Oh," the Pegasus said surprised, she didn't expect that the party last night would have such an affect on her, "Sure, I'll go get one,"


"Thanks," AJ said with a quiet voice and Dash took one last look at her, before flying out of the house to go look for one.


She was so glad Applejack was finally reaching out again to others, she knew once they had their friends back things would get so much better for her. She admired her for how she survived day in day out in that house, knowing herself she would've gone crazy in the first week.


She got the pony taxi ten minutes later and arrived back at her marefriend's home, helping AJ to the cart and sat beside her, but AJ only said,


"Ya don't have ta come,"


Dash looked at her confused, why was AJ so resistant to her so much lately?


"But I want to," she said quietly and her marefriend just looked off to the floor in a weak nod.


Once they arrived to Ponyville, Applejack just looked out into the streets of happy ponies going about their everyday lives and sighed… but she had to see her friend, she couldn't keep up this depression.


They reached the library a few minutes later and Dash helped AJ down, going over to the door and knocking on it.


They stood there for a few seconds, Applejack just getting a little fear in her chest as her heart fluttered faster but the door was opened and there stood Twilight, her face tired and worn but she paused when she saw the two, and said a little surprised.


"Applejack, Rainbow Dash?"


"Hey…" AJ said nervously and Twilight led them in but before Dash stepped in Applejack said to her weakly,


"Can I speak to her for a few minutes alone?"


Dash looked at her slowly confused… why would she exclude her from this when she had come all this way?


She gave a weak smile as she said in fake reassurance,


"Sure…"


"I'll only be a few minutes,"


Twilight looked at Applejack quietly, she did not want to have a big discussion, but she watched as Dash stepped aside, the door being closed but creaked opened just a little bit.


"What do you want AJ?" Twilight asked then and there and the orange mare sat down tiredly, her legs too worn to lift her any longer.


"I just wanted ta see how ya goin'? That's it,"


"Me… well, it could be better…" she replied honestly and AJ just looked to the ground sadly.


"Is it weird, not havin' it anymore?"


"It never stops being weird." Twilight said and walked over to her kettle, turning it on but just felt her eyes water weakly.


"I'm glad you're alive…" she said quietly, not looking at the pony behind her, "But I can't be anything now…"


"What do ya mean?"


"I'm not Celestia's prodigy anymore… I'm not the element of magic… I'm just… a pony."


Applejack became silent, what Twilight had given up to give her back her life… something she only wished sometimes now was never given back.


"Can I just ask you one thing?" Twilight said as she finally turned to look Applejack in the eyes, her own purple ones filled with tears, "Are you happy?"


Applejack looked slowly to the ground, her hoof rolling on the wood and she said in a sad voice,


"I don't know…"


Rainbow Dash felt her heart stop beating when she heard those few words, she had stayed by the door listening…


AJ… wasn't h-happy?


She left in tears, flying so high in the sky so no pony could see her cry. She knew Applejack didn't have the life she remembered, she knew things were so much harder for her… but Applejack had her?


…was she not enough?


"But you chose to come back?" Twilight said confused and AJ nodded barely, "Are you saying you regret it now?"


"I…" AJ said weakly… no one really asking her opinion now that she had the life she had, "I don't know…"


"Please tell me what I did wasn't for nothing?" Twilight asked, as if slightly angry… all she had done so this pony could live and AJ just looked at her… she had to say.


"It wasn't… I know it wasn't… I just miss you all. I want your friendship back, Twilight."


The unicorn took a sigh… she knew she was being too hard on this weak feeble pony, AJ was just confused with how everything turned out and she said with a weak smile,


"I'm sorry I haven't kept in touch… I just… it's nothing,"


"What?" Applejack asked confused.


Twilight looked at her sadly,


"I just thought… as I wasn't an element any longer… our friendship didn't matter anymore."


"You know we weren't friends with you for that reason," Applejack said a little startled to hear this, and Twilight looked off nervously.


"I know…"


The two looked at each other quietly… Twilight's words not seeming sure and AJ just sighed… after everything they had been through… how come she found it harder to talk to that unicorn now than in the beginning?


"Could you get Rainbow?" she asked… feeling like she didn't have the energy to be here any longer… Twilight's hidden anger and pain nearly matching her own… but Twilight was just a pony now… whereas she was an invalid for the rest of her life.


Twilight nodded, and went over to the door shouting,


"Rainbow Dash! Where are you!"


Rainbow Dash heard the call and wiped her eyes weakly… she didn't want to go back… she didn't want to see AJ's unhappy face that just wouldn't change…


But she loved her…


She had to always go back.


Twilight looked as Dash flew down with a shaky smile and heard the unicorn ask confused,


"Are you okay?"


"Me, oh yeah…" she said trying to put on a nonchalant voice and Twilight looked at her unsure, before Dash saw Applejack struggle to come back out and it hurt her heart looking at her forever like this… forever not the pony she used to be.


"Here," Dash said as she helped her back into the pony cart and Applejack just sighed, pushing Dash away before looking down to Twilight.


"Will I see you soon?" she asked the unicorn afraid that all this had been for naught and Twilight smiled weakly,


"Yeah… you'll see me soon."


Applejack smiled hearing that… her friend still wanted her in her life… things could get better again and the cart pulled off, Applejack looking over to Dash who had been quite quiet.


"You okay, hun?" she asked confused. Dash looked over to her weakly, not saying anything at first but when she saw AJ's slightly worried eyes just nodded.


"Yeah, I'm fine…"


"Thank you, for comin' with me today."


"It's fine…" Dash said and felt AJ snuggle into her… the warmth of her marefriend all she wished she could concentrate on but what she heard outside the library… it still hurt her… it still made her feel pathetic that even though she tried so hard, her marefriend just seemed to get more and more withdrawn from life.


But yesterday and today were good stepping stones… and once she proposed, she knew AJ would say yes and would be happy… she would give her everything and she would be happy… she knew this would do it.


The next couple of days Rainbow looked through the jewellery shop for rings but none of them meant anything… they were all stupid. She wanted AJ to have something she could wear everyday, to always remind her she was loved and then it hit Dash…


A necklace.


Ponies couldn't wear rings unless they were unicorns… but with a necklace Dash could see it on her everyday… see that AJ was hers for the world to know instantly.


But none of the necklaces would do… they just weren't the ones.


She sighed as she shook her head for the twentieth time and eventually gave up, heading back to the farm but when she arrived in she saw a wrapped up present in the kitchen.


She looked at it confused, more confused when she saw her name on it and called out,


"AJ..?"


"I'm here…" AJ said weakly and she walked slowly into the room, Dash looking at her confused.


"Did you get me this?"


Applejack nodded with a nervous smile, just saying, "Open it."


Dash looked at her a little lost, but complied and her eyes nearly blew open in glee as before her was a ticket to the WonderBolts next show in Canterlot.


"OMG, you didn't?" she said so happy she could explode and Applejack just nodded slowly, "Oh thank you!" Dash said running over and giving her a huge hug, "Thank you, thank you! THANK YOU!"


"That's alright," Applejack said weakly and felt Dash shaking with glee,


"You need the break."


Dash paused when she heard that added sentence, and looked back at the ticket… realising there was only one.


"You only got one?"


Applejack looked off nervous, "I would just hold you back the whole time…"


"AJ," Dash said hurt that she would even think that, "I want you to come with me...?"


"No, it's fine… it's your day, I want you to enjoy it."


Dash didn't understand why she was saying this… did she think she didn't deserve to go and she only said weakly,


"Applejack?"


"I want you to be happy…" Applejack said with a small smile, "I got this for you… a break from the farm,"


This just kept making Dash sadder and sadder… she wanted Applejack to go with her… but she wouldn't… did she think that Dash would have a better time without her?


She saw that country ponie's green eyes look at her with love…but this still didn't make her feel any better and said, not knowing why she would even agree,


"Okay."


She felt AJ kiss her, as the orange pony walked weakly off and Dash just watched her go…


Not afraid anymore of Applejack withdrawing from life.


Afraid she was withdrawing from her…


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 3


Rainbowdash packed her bags quietly in her bedroom… a little nervous going on this small trip by herself but what could she do? Applejack wouldn't go with her…


She had put on a happy face with what the decision had been but it was a whole night away from the farm, something she hadn't done in months and something which seemed so foreign to her now.


She sighed, and swung her bags around her back, heading downstairs but paused quickly when she saw Applejack struggling to reach for a cup on the shelf and she went over fast, getting it for her.


Applejack didn't say anything, just muttering,


"Thanks."


"Well," Dash said nervously, as she looked at the exit behind her and then back at AJ, "I guess I'm ready to leave for the train."


"You'll have a really good time," AJ said quietly and Dash hated her attitude,


"Well it won't nearly be as fun without you there," she said with shaky smile and Applejack said nothing, her eyes dimming to the ground.


"Ya better get goin'" she muttered but felt Dash suddenly hold her face as she kissed her on the lips deeply… so much tenderness and when they separated Dash said weakly,


"You know I love you more than anything,"


Applejack looked into her dark pink eyes slowly, nodding her head barely and watched as Dash went hesitantly away to the door, sighing when she heard it shut after her.


The train trip was so empty on her own, Rainbow Dash just stared through the window as houses and fields passed her by… why was she even going to this? Because Applejack wanted her to, but why did she want her to do it without her? It didn't make sense.


Lately Applejack hadn't been telling her much of what she was feeling, it just seemed Applejack was hiding things from her, putting on a brave face as if if she did tell her what was wrong it'd hurt her, but it hurt her more that she wasn't saying anything.


Dash closed her eyes in loss as the train after a few hours pulled up at Canterlot station and she got her bags, getting out and heading into the city.


It was a bright afternoon, the show was going to be on in the night though, with the wonderbolts performing in glowing suits.


She hadn't seen a show in so long, she was looking forward to it but it was strange for the first time doing something on her own in so long.


She stopped walking when something glittered in her eye and she turned,


And there it was,


A golden necklace with a small blue heart shaped pendulum and she just stared at it, mesmerised.


That was it. It was the one. She smiled as she went into the shop.


It was expensive though, two hundred bits but she went to the bank and got the money, buying it and watched as it was put in a jewellery box so gently, before being kept safe in her bag.


She couldn't believe she had found it; it was so beautiful, so simple but showed so much. Her heart fluttered in glee… knowing now there was only one thing left to do and she was so eager to do it.


Propose, tomorrow.


XXXXX


Applejack sat in the lounge room, watching through the window the pitch black sky that night, a fire blazing across the room and keeping the house warm.


Granny Smith was telling a story to Applebloom who sat on the ground listening eagerly while Big Mac was away in the kitchen cleaning up after dinner.


She hoped Rainbow was having a good time, she hoped this would make up a little bit for all she had put her through the last year.


She hoped.


XXXXX


Dash headed to the stadium, a smile on her face as she ran quickly in glee but suddenly bumped into someone, tripping on the ground and looked up fast saying,


"Sorry!"


"Hey it's alright Rainbow Dash,"


Her eyes blinked in surprise as before her stood Spitfire, a friendly smile on her face and the yellow Pegasus lifted her hoof to her, Dash accepting it nervously as she helped her up.


"Haven't seen you to one of our shows in a long time," Spitfire said coolly and Dash smiled nervously,


"Oh yeah, things at home have been busy."


"Well it's good seeing you, did you come with anypony? A boyfriend maybe?"


Dash laughed awkwardly… man how was she going to explain this,


"Actually… I'm a fillyfooler."


Spitfire's eyes opened a little with surprise as she saw Dash's awkward face but in response just laughed,


"Oh… well I guess that's not a big surprise."


"Yeah," Dash said with a small laugh back, she couldn't believe she was talking to Spitfire, she always thought she had come off as an annoying fan girl and the yellow Pegasus just said with a smile,


"Well its good seeing you, you should come by the after party tonight, my invite."


"No way? Really!" Dash said in total ecstasy and Spitfire just giggled, handing her an after party pass on a plastic chain.


"Well you are one of our biggest fans," she said and started heading off, "Hope you like the show,"


"I'll love it!" Dash said over the moon and put the pass over her neck, her face bright with exhilaration and she quickly ran into the stadium, handing her ticket and getting a seat near the top so she could watch the show in all its awesomeness.


It started soon, as the lights were dimmed, all ponies watching silently before there was a big boom and the Wonderbolts exploded into the sky, their colourful glowing suits like fireworks as they zoomed, instant florescent patterns being made in the night and Dash's eyes sparkled in amazement,


It had always been her dream to be one of them… a dream from long ago, but her life was perfect the way it was now,


As long as she had AJ in it.


She cheered loudly when Spitfire did back flips in the sky. The show amazing, the night the best night ever.


XXXXX


Applejack looked at the clock slowly, seeing it was past ten and Dash's show would be coming to a close around now, she sighed, as Applebloom and Big Mac headed off to bed, Granny Smith rocking back and forth and AJ looked to her,


"Not goin' to bed Granny?"


"Oh not yet, say, did I tell you about the time of the apple famine?"


AJ giggled a little, nodding her head weakly and Granny looked at her befuddled, asking,


"Is everthin' alright sugarcube?"


Applejack grew quiet, looking at her grandma slowly… and sighed, shaking her head.


"No,"


"Why don't you tell ole' Granny," Granny Smith said with a large crooked smile and AJ smiled back weakly,


"It's nothin' really… I'm just glad Rainbow got to go out tonight, I wanted her to have fun for once,"


"You don't think she's havin' fun here?" Granny said bewildered.


AJ shook her head,


"I don't think this was ever the life she wanted…"


Granny looked at her confused,


"Well I think she's happy,"


"She thinks she's happy," AJ said quietly, looking out to the sky, the same sky Dash was looking out to thousands of miles away, "But maybe she only thinks that because she's never had anythin' else."


"Oh Applejack, your marefriend is very happy here,"


"How can she be?" Applejack said slightly angry, "When all I've done to her is taken… taken her dreams and just given' her mine."


"Applejack," Granny said with a frown, looking at her granddaughter with a sigh, "Your Grandfather Alfred, once asked me if I was happy… and you know what I said to him...'yes'."


Applejack looked at her not getting why she was telling her this,


"He asked, 'how can ya be happy when I can't give ya the world?' and all I said was, 'because I have you'"


Applejack just looked at her quietly listening... Granny Smith continuing weakly,


"Maybe happiness to her is different to happiness to you?"


Her green eyes watered and she shook her head "She only thinks I make her happy… but there are so many ponies that could give her more… more happiness… I'm jus'…" Applejack cried weakly, "I'm just being selfish keepin' her,"


Granny Smith sighed, shaking her head tiredly and got up out of her chair, heading to bed,


"I wish you'd see it through her eyes," she only muttered and Applejack hated how her grandma couldn't see that she was.


Rainbowdash had only ever really been with her, she only thought AJ was the one because she had never seen what it was like with another.


But how could she make Dash happy? When she couldn't even give her freedom…


She tried to give her it tonight… let Dash see the wonderbolts again, let her have something back from her old life… but all Dash was doing now was taking on her role… a life that was never meant for her.


She cried weakly on the lounge... never being what Rainbow deserved… not now, not ever again.


XXXXX


Rainbowdash stood awkwardly at the after party as she watched all her idols talking and laughing, some ponies taking pictures as others hurried themselves to the buffet and she looked around herself with a nervous smile.


"Hey Rainbow dash, good to see you!"


She smiled as she saw Spitfire approach her with Soarin and Spitfire gave her a wink,


"Having fun?"


"There's no words to describe this awesomeness." Dash said with a shaky ecstatic voice and Spitfire just laughed, Soarin looking around confused as if he was looking for something and Spitfire just pointed her eyes to him,


"Soarin has been completely out of the loop all day, a bit slack on his tricks tonight,"


"I thought he did great," Dash said nervously and Soarin just moaned,


"I was only off because I've been hungry all day and all Spitfire's been doing is making me do small talk with everyone,"


"No I haven't," Spitfire said with a smirk,


"Really? Does that mean I can finally eat?" Soarin asked eagerly and Spitfire giggled, nodding and the stallion hurried off with hunger to the buffet. Spitfire looked back at the awkward Dash with a smile,


"You know there's no need to be nervous."


"Oh I know… I just can't believe I'm here," Dash said with a small laugh, and looked at Spitfire's yellow eyes nervously, "You were amazing up there,"


"Aw thanks, well ten hours practice every day is what it takes to be that good,"


"Ten hours? Oh man, that must be so much fun!"


Spitfire giggled, stopping a waiter as he passed with champagne and asked, "You want one?"


"Oh… I don't know..."


"Come on, it's a party!" Spitfire countered and Dash just laughed,


"Oh okay, I guess a few won't hurt."


The two hung out for the rest of the night as Spitfire introduced a slightly tipsy Dash to some of the wonderbolts and Dash found herself laughing so much that night; that she honestly didn't know where the time went until she looked at the clock and saw it was three.


"CRAP!" She said in horror… how the hell was she going to get up tomorrow morning and she said to Spitfire nervously,


"I have to get heading."


"Really?" the yellow Pegasus said surprised, "Oh okay, here, I'll take you to the door." She said with a smile.


When the two reached it Dash just had to say her thanks,


"Thanks a lot for everything tonight, Spitfire. You have no idea what it means to me."


"No thank you," Spitfire said with a warm smile, "This party would've been boring without you,"


Dash nearly felt herself blush at the compliment but froze then and there as she felt Spitfire's lips suddenly push against hers and she pushed her away fast.


Spitfire looked at her confused,


"What's wrong?"


"I have a marefriend…"


All was silent as Spitfire stepped back and said nervously,


"Oh…" Dash couldn't believe this had just happened and the yellow Pegasus asked weakly, "Is she nice?"


"She's amazing," Dash said also nervous… how the hell did this happen.


"Well…" Spitfire said and just looked back at the party, "It was nice seeing you again,"


"Yeah… but I think I better go," Dash said awkwardly and left in stiff steps.


She heard Spitfire shout to her with a nervous voice, "I hope things work out for you two!"


Dash just waved back at her, not knowing what else she could do and went silently back to her hotel.


She lay in her bed, her mind full of so many thoughts but one kept coming to her head…


Should she tell Applejack?


She looked slowly across from her at the empty space beside her... her heart feeling so dead... she was in the bed alone.


She grabbed a pillow, putting it in the empty spot sadly and hugged it tight... imagining it was her love.


Tonight had nearly been perfect… but one little kiss had ruined it all… and now she wished she had never come.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 4


Pinkie sat behind the counter as she watched the customers coming in and out for the day, Mrs. Cake getting her to bring out the orders when requested and Pinkie did it because she was happy to have a place, a purpose not matter how small.


When the clock hit three that day Mrs Cake jumped remembering something in panic,


"I have to order my cream puffs! Pinkie, could you look after the shop for me for a few minutes?"


"No problem, Mrs Cake," Pinkie said with a happy spirit and Mrs Cake just smiled at her, leaving in a hurry, Pinkie going to the counter, seeing Lyra coming in.


"What can I do you for, Lyra?" she asked the aqua coloured unicorn with a smile and Lyra looked at her nervously,


"I just need to pick up a cream cake."


"Oh yes! It should be in the storage room," Pinkie said happily and walked off but when she came back out with the cake box being held by its ribbon in her mouth she saw Lyra give her an awkward look… though since her attempted suicide, she did seem to get a lot of that from ponies.


"Here it is," she said a little dampened now as she placed the box on the counter and Lyra seemed a little off so Pinkie sighed, preparing to go back to work but heard a voice ask scared,


"Pinkie?"


"Yeah…" she said turning her head back to the unicorn.


"Would you like to… hang out sometime?"


Pinkie blinked her eyes confused, she looked at the unicorn a little bewildered and Lyra only continued weakly,


"You don't have to if you don't want to."


"No, I'd love to meet up with you," she said nervously with a smile and Lyra smiled back relieved.


"How about tomorrow for lunch?"


"Sure!" Pinkie said a little more enthusiastic than what she expected and Lyra smiled, levitating the cake box and departing on her way.


Pinkie was a little confused about all this as she watched her go… did Lyra know she was a fillyfooler? And more importantly,


Was she just asked out on a date?


XXXXX


Rainbowdash looked quietly out her window as the train slowed its speed, arriving into the station. It had been a four hour trip, the train leaving at two and arriving into Ponyville at six on the dot.


The sun had set now, as darkness had spread around every inch where light once was in the sky and she looked out quietly seeing a shadowy town, light only coming from the houses.


She got up and began her journey home, her wings lifting her off the ground and she soared silently back to Apple farm.


She was scared coming back… and only because of what she was going to do tonight, the necklace box being kept safe in her bag.


But another thing made her question if she should say or not… the kiss.


She knew it meant nothing, it was just misread signals… and Applejack could always recognise these things for herself.


But still, a part of her felt guilt and knew she couldn't propose with that kiss hanging over her head… though how was she going to say it?


She saw the farm house and descended down, landing in front of the door and coming in.


"Rainbowdash!"


Applebloom came running to her with a gleeful face and Rainbowdash just ruffled up the little tyke's mane with a warm smile,


"Hey Applebloom? Much happened since I've been gone?"


"Well me and the girls tried pie eating for our cutie marks but we didn't get any," she said as if no loss in that and Dash just chuckled but still remembered the mare she wanted to see and left Applebloom, going into the sitting room and seeing Applejack standing up, looking at the fire in silence and she smiled nervously as she approached her.


"I'm back,"


Applejack looked up to her, her green eyes tired and she smiled weakly giving Dash a small hug.


"Did ya enjoy it?"


Dash didn't answer that straight away… not knowing if she should say yes or no, considering what happened after all the fun.


"I actually need to talk to you in private about something," she said slowly a little nervous and Applejack looked at her confused.


"Okay?"


Dash went and closed the door turning back to her marefriend a little afraid of what was to come next.


"Last night… Spitfire invited me to the after party after the show… and she kissed me just as I was about to leave."


Applejack just looked at her silently… Spitfire had kissed her…? Dash's hero, the pony she idolised …had just kissed her?


"What?"


"I did not expect it at all." Dash tried to clarify and Applejack scuffed.


"Are ya sure you weren't flirting with her?"


"What? No!"


"So Spitfire, the pony you've idolised for years just kissed you? Without you leading her on or anythin'?"


"APPLEJACK? I would never cheat on you!" Dash said hurt, h-how? How could she not believe her?


AJ just looked to the ground, her eyes swelling up in tears… how could Dash expect her to believe that? That she had played no part in this and Dash just grew angry at what AJ was thinking of her.


"How could you even think I would?" she yelled in rage, "You're the only one I want!"


"You want this!" Applejack just cried back, "You want this handicap when you could have someone else?"


"Why are you saying this?"


"Look, if you just wanted to try a different pony that's fine!" Applejack said to her in tears, "But don't lie to me and say you had no part!"


Dash couldn't believe this! Had Applejack always seen her like this? One that would just go with another as soon as she was out of the picture and flung open her bag with her wing quickly, pulling out the necklace box and throwing it on the ground in fury.


"LOOK!" she yelled, her eyes also filling with tears and AJ just looked down to the box confused, the necklace had falling out and was glittering in her watery eyes,


"YOU THINK I WOULD CHEAT ON YOU THE DAY BEFORE I PROPOSED!"


"…w-what?" AJ said confused, taking a weak step back so lost with all that was happening, "Why did you get this?"


"BECAUSE I LOVE YOU AND I WANT TO SPEND THE REST OF MY LIFE WITH YOU!"


"You don't want this," Applejack only said in a cry, looking at Dash in tears, "You don't want to do this; it's not right for us!"


Dash looked at her with a breaking heart at every word Applejack had said.


"Why?"


"We've never even talked about this! How do you even know this is what you want?"


"Because I love you more than the world!" Dash said in tears. This was not how this was meant to go, not the way she wanted this to turn out.


"You're not r-ready." Applejack said in a weak stutter "Are you sure you really want to spend the rest of your life with me?"


Dash didn't understand. Why was she saying this? Telling her she wasn't ready when Applejack couldn't even admit what she was basically saying!


That she didn't want to spend the rest of her life with her!


She couldn't take it… couldn't take how Applejack was acting… it was killing her, listening to all these excuses when she couldn't just tell her the truth!


"You don't love me…" Dash just whispered in tears, Applejack shaking her head quickly,


"No! That's not it!"


"Then what is it?" Dash said looking at her with still eyes, just wanting to know the answer to finally put her out of her misery, "Yes… or no."


Applejack couldn't answer that… she knew if she said yes then she would be taking everything away from Rainbow Dash.


Her freedom, her dreams… her life and the choice to be with another that could give her so much more…


But losing her would be too much to take… when she wanted to give Rainbow Dash the choice to leave her, not force it on her and she just looked into those pink eyes, her heart breaking seeing them.


"This…" she said slowly "this isn't what you want,"


"No. This isn't what you want!" Dash yelled in tears and left, she couldn't take anymore, leaving the house and flying with all her speed… trying to get away from that place… trying to get away from that pony that just couldn't tell her the truth!


She zoomed past Ponyville but heard a voice yell to her,


"Rainbow Dash!"


She didn't want to stop, but she was flying to nowhere, her cloud home didn't exist anymore and she looked around sadly, seeing Twilight was below her, looking at her worried.


She landed on the ground… she didn't want to be alone and only heard Twilight ask her confused,


"What's wrong?"


"Applejack s-said no!"


Twilight didn't understand but she saw veined red eyes on the Pegasus and asked,


"To what?"


"To my p-proposal…" Dash only cried in tears and Twilight's eyes only widened in surprise.


"You proposed?" Rainbow nodded her head in a quaky shiver and Twilight didn't know how to handle this… she had barely spoken to her in months, "Do you have anywhere to go?"


"N-no…"


She sighed, putting her hoof weakly around Rainbow Dash's shoulder and said,


"You can take my spare bed tonight…"


Dash just looked at her in sorrow, seeing Twilight's comforting eyes and just nodded, following her quietly back to the library, sitting at the table as Twilight made tea and Dash just looked blankly ahead of her… her mind empty… not able to handle what had happened.


Twilight poured her a cup and Dash only looked at it silently, whispering,


"Thanks…"


"Do you want to talk about it?" Twilight asked quietly and Dash just looked at her, helpless and alone.


"I thought it would make her happy… as happy as how I was… but all she kept saying was 'you don't want to do this'"


"Did you think… maybe it was too soon?"


Dash looked at her confused,


"How?"


"Well you two have only been together for a year… maybe she just wants you to be sure."


"Be sure if I love her?" Dash said weakly, "I can't bare even a day without her… she's the one that keeps pushing away…"


"Maybe she just doesn't want to hurt you…"


"By telling me how she feels? How the hell would that hurt me?" Dash said back lost. Twilight remained quiet and only heard Dash say, "Could it be because we've only done it once?"


"What?" Twilight said, confused to what she heard.


"She said it was okay… but whenever we try, I just hurt her… and I can't see her like that, in pain." Dash whispered and just cried… Twilight felt a little awkward hearing this… she didn't know things were that bad since that day.


"Are you sure, marriage would solve any of this? The distancing, the intimacy?"


"I just want to be with her… forever," Dash said, her eyes streaming out tears, and she just fell her head into her hoofs… Applejack only hurting her when she loved her so much.


She lay in Twilight's spare bed that night, feeling so much pain… hating that it was another night away from her love… Applejack not able to answer her… but she would have to go back tomorrow.


If it was no… she knew it would hurt, but it would hurt all too much more if it was over… she loved her too much to live her life without her, why couldn't Applejack see that?


She opened her eyes slowly, seeing she was in an apple field and saw Applejack bucking a tree hard, the necklace dangling on her neck.


"Applejack…" she said, getting up and coming to her confused, "You're wearing it?"


"I was jus' surprised," Applejack said with a smile "But how could my answer be anythin' else but yes?"


"It… looks amazing on you," Dash said with a small smile and went to approach her but Applejack took a step back.


"If ya can catch me," She said with a wink "then ya can have me." and she began running away, Dash grinning as she galloped quickly after her.


They ran through the fields fast, Dash laughing until she did a sudden leap, catching Applejack and pinning her to the ground, Dash gasping in lost breaths,


"Y-you can run!" she said in happiness.


She saw AJ's eyes glitter as she pinned her down and the orange mare just said in a panting breath,


"What are ya waiting for?"


She kissed Dash suddenly, their lips colliding with such force as Dash kissed her back hard.


Their lips pushed against each other so fiercely, as their mouths joined and separated several times in lust. Dash's tongue fought to conquer her lovers, as they slid hungrily against each other, so much heat going through her body in desire-


But when she looked back into her lover's eyes, their colour was dark yellow… and she froze as she saw Spitfire below her.


The yellow Pegasus just smiled at her whispering,


"What are you waiting for?"


Dash jumped up on her bed… panting quickly.


It was morning as the sun shined across the room lighting up the library but Dash just lay in her bed… her chest beating up and down… so confused.


Her dreams never went that way… and she hoped they wouldn't go like that again.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 5


Dash headed downstairs to the library floor, her steps quiet and her head tired and stressed. She knew she shouldn't outstay her presence and it was best to head back home but Twilight stopped her at the stairs.


"Rainbow Dash… I don't think you should go back straight away."


"What do you mean?" she asked confused and slightly worried. Twilight sighed, she wasn't any expert on relationships but she felt something was being hidden in this one.


"I just think, maybe you two need some space from one another… to get a different perspective."


"I don't know if that'll do-"


"Please Dash," Twilight said weakly, looking at the exhausted Pegasus with eyes of concern, "Do you think going back today will make Applejack change her mind? She probably needs space just like you."


Rainbow Dash looked at Twilight slowly… she wanted to go back… but she didn't want the anger, the tension and she sighed, nodding her head.


"Why don't you have breakfast and read something," Twilight suggested and Dash went quietly to the kitchen, Twilight looking at her silently before heading to the exit, "I'm just going to head out for a little bit…"


Dash looked at her slightly confused as the door closed behind the unicorn and looked down to the ground… feeling like the world was too hard to handle sometimes.


XXXX


There was a hard knock on the Apple house door. Twilight waited outside of it a little on edge but the door was opened eventually by Granny Smith and she smiled politely at the elderly mare, saying strongly,


"Is Applejack around?"


"Oh yes, she's just in the lounge room," Granny Smith said with a big smile, Twilight felt a little awkward, she hadn't been to this house in ages. She looked at the green pony quietly and added,


"Is it okay if I talk to her?"


"Be my guest," Granny said and led Twilight in. The purple unicorn headed to the sitting room and closed the door, Applejack looking up from her book a little wary… Twilight hadn't visited her in nearly a year.


"Howdy Twilight," she said weakly, and Twilight didn't respond straight away, standing in the centre of the room and just staring at Applejack… the orange pony feeling like she had come for more than just a visit.


"Tell me," Twilight said, AJ becoming nervous "why did you say no?"


Applejack realized then and there what she was here for and took a weak breath out, replying,


"I didn't…" Twilight still stared daggers at her and she continued in barely a voice, "I just didn't want her to make a mistake."


"Maybe you're the one making the mistake?" Twilight countered and AJ shut her eyes… she didn't want to have to explain this… explain her reasoning and only heard Twilight continue, "Well?"


"She just… does so much and gets so little of what she wants. I just want her to see everythin' she's missin' if we do this."


"You know she isn't missing anything." Twilight said a little startled at this answer… and when she looked at Applejack, she felt there was more to this then just Rainbow Dash's feelings "What else is it?"


"That's it." Applejack replied barely "I want her to be free."


"But what about you?" Twilight asked "Do you not want marriage?"


"I…" AJ said weakly… her voice becoming short "I don't…"


Twilight blinked her eyes surprised by the answer, what?


"Why?"


"You wouldn't understand…" Applejack said, and looked away to the ground… she hated how a reason she had never admitted was still only her secret. She looked back up at Twilight and took a weak breath out.


"I'd lose it…"


Twilight didn't understand.


"My last bit of independence… when she already does everythin' for me… I'm not even a pony anymore… I'm just," her eyes watered as a tear slipped down, "a rock, that she has to carry around. Look after… and if I say 'yes' than I'll never be me… I'll never be able to heal… because she won't be able to let me."


"You really think she's holding you back?" Twilight asked flabbergasted.


"When I'm with her… I can't do anythin' for myself… she does it all for me. I feel useless, like I'm not even me… just a part of her and marriage would only make it more so."


"Applejack? She only wants to help you, to love you?"


Applejack knew what she was saying sounded so selfish… but it was how she felt, she was holding Rainbow Dash back from her dreams… but when Applejack was with her herself, all she was was nothing, a foal to be taken care of and she was so much more than that.


"Dash is at my house,"


Applejack looked up when she heard that being said, looking at Twilight confused,


"Why didn't she come with you?"


"I told her you two needed space." Twilight said barely and looked back at the door… feeling there was nothing more to stay for before turning her head back to Applejack,


"Think about her, Applejack… don't go ruin everything because of your own insecurities."


Applejack only opened her mouth in disbelief of what was said, before Twilight left the room and then the house… AJ's eyes only streaming down tears… no one understood how she felt, how much this fact was tearing her apart.


But if she told Rainbow Dash she didn't want her help… she didn't need her as a carer… it would just hurt that Pegasus all the more… it seemed all she was doing was hurting her and she just couldn't seem to make this feeling go away.


She looked up slowly as she heard the door open and Granny Smith come in, the green old mare looking at her Granddaughter as if ashamed of her and AJ knew she had heard the conversation.


"Granny,"


"I don't think ya realize," her grandma only muttered, "how much that Pegasus loves you… or else," she said and shook her head weakly, "I don't think you love her as much as she does you."


"You don't know how much we feel for each other." Applejack said only angry, what gave Granny Smith the right to tell her how much she loved Rainbow Dash or not.


"I think, you don't know how much you feel… and until you decide what she means ta ya… I'm afraid this will only get worse."


"Why are you saying this, Grandma?" Applejack asked only angry and confused… didn't Granny Smith already see how much pain she was going through, "Why are you blaming this all on me?"


"Because, if you don't open your eyes it might be too late… and someone has to tell ya this."


Applejack shut her eyes in anger and pain… tears balling up in them and she just said so coldly.


"Just go away."


"I love ya, Applejack." Granny said tiredly and left the room, Applejack just grabbed her book and threw it hard to the ground… they all said they loved her… yet they all told her how she should act, how she should feel when none of them knew what it was like to be her… useless… and that was what killed her the most.


The house was quiet that day between her and Granny Smith… even her own family turning against her and she went to bed that night… dead inside… angry… useless… a nobody… not herself anymore, just a shadow of the real Applejack.


When she woke that morning it was because Applebloom was shaking her with tears in her hazel eyes, and she sat up seeing Big Mac across the room, as quiet as a mouse.


She looked at the two confused and asked,


"What is it?"


"Granny Smith is d-dead,"


Applejack froze… as if her mind went empty… her face blank and she only asked, her voice shaky.


"…how?"


"She died in her sleep, last night," Big Mac replied with a quaky voice, his eyes red from tears and Applebloom only fell into Applejack's hoofs, crying hard into her shoulder.


Applejack just sat there… this wasn't a dream… this was real… and she felt teardrops trickle down her cheeks as she only asked,


"Why?"


"She was old…" Big Mac only replied… the only answer that made sense "The doctor's comin' to take her away for an autopsy… I'll arrange the funeral… ya don't have to w-worry."


"No." Applejack only cried, feeling helpless in all of this, "I want to h-help!"


"Okay…" Big Mac said in a stutter and Applejack just held her sister… hearing the weeping of the small family… a member leaving them and never coming back.


Rainbow Dash lay dead in her bed that morning but everything stopped when Twilight came in with the news… everything being awoken and she left the library that instant.


How could this happen at such a bad time… she didn't even knock on the farm house door, coming in quickly and seeing relatives of the Apple's all around the house, looking quickly for Applejack and soon found her…


Crying on a cousin's shoulder.


She came over to her… not afraid… forgetting everything that had happened in the last couple of days and when Applejack saw her she only stuttered,


"R-rainbow,"


Dash hugging her as Applejack only weeped in her hoofs… the house full of so much sorrow… for now and until the body could be laid to rest.


It seemed to happen all so fast… one second Granny Smith was here, the next she was gone… and soon Applejack felt no more tears… tired from it… her eyes hurting… her head hurting… her body full of the same pain like always but now it felt like she deserved it…


For how she treated her Grandma the night before she left for good… Applejack just couldn't understand.


Why she was this way? This pointless way.


It seemed time just went so slow the next two days… before they stood inside the temple and speeches were said… Applejack only mumbling her words… feeling such guilt before whispering,


"I'm sorry…"


"She was the best granny ever," Applebloom only said in tears and Big Mac muttered,


"Eeeyup,"


Dash stood by Applejack's side, trying to be there for her… as they watched the coffin lower into the earth and soon the grounds were left, one pony at a time until it was only the three Apples and the Pegasus.


When they arrived back home, food was given out and talk was small, Applejack hugging her friends as the mane six united for this period of loss, the girls giving words of sympathy but no one… no one knew the talk AJ had had with Granny Smith the night before she died.


"We'll see you soon," Fluttershy said meekly as she and Rarity hugged Applejack and the weak orange pony just nodded her head… watching as her friends departed with everyone else, Twilight giving her a look of concern… but Applejack didn't care…


She just felt like nothing.


She watched as the house emptied of family and friends… staying up until it was only her and Rainbow Dash left in the room and she only muttered.


"I guess… that's it."


"Are you okay, AJ?" Dash asked afraid… Applejack had barely spoken… only cried the last few days and the orange mare just shut her eyes, nodding her head.


"I'm fine…" she said and began to leave but tripped, hitting the ground hard and Rainbow Dash stiffened, running over to help her up but Applejack just said,


"No… I can do it…"


Dash just watched as Applejack tried to get back on her legs… but only screamed in pain… tears streaming down her cheeks and Dash only begged,


"Please, Applejack,"


"I can do it myself!" Applejack only yelled, trying to get up but her legs only quaked beneath her. She wasn't this useless pony! She wasn't just someone that had to have everything done for her.


"Applejack, s-stop it" Dash cried, she couldn't watch her in pain- not when she could do something, "PLEASE!"


"You want me to run again…?" AJ only asked in tears, as she fell to the ground for the third time in pain and just cried, "Then let me try!"


And that's when the Pegasus broke.


"STOP IT!"


Applejack stopped her struggling as she heard that scream of anger.


Of pure fury and she just lay there on the ground confused… not understanding what she had done.


Dash helped her up then and there… Applejack not knowing what to say as the Pegasus took her to her room, the orange pony keeping quiet.


When AJ was in her bed… she just stared at Dash confused… why did she even come back to her? All AJ did was cause her suffering… all she did was make her partner cry and she only heard the blue pony say,


"I can't see you like t-that."


She looked at the Pegasus as Dash said those words to the wall… not able to face her… her voice angry.


"Not like that… not in pain…" she whispered, her heart hurting her so much from the sight of Applejack helpless… "Not since that day when I could do nothing."


Applejack remained silent, just listening.


"Yet all you are are in pain, and you won't let me do anything to help you. WHY?" Dash asked, looking at her in tears, "Do you think you don't deserve it? I CAN'T SEE YOU LIKE THAT… don't you understand?"


"I'm…" Applejack said, not sure what she could say… not knowing Dash felt this way, "I'm sorry…"


"Do you think my life would be better off without you?"


Applejack sat on her bed in silence… feeling so bad that the truth was…


"Yes."


Dash just looked at her in disbelief… she truly believed this.


She had to say it; she had to finally tell her.


"The day I thought you were gone forever… I" she took a breath "… I,"


Applejack didn't want to see those pained eyes but couldn't look away… and all she heard was,


"I tried to kill myself."


"…what?"


Dash looked to the bed… she didn't like remembering that day… the day when everything felt like it was lost but she had been given back hope, as if by a miracle.


"I was stopped by Pinkie… and when I saw you alive… I couldn't believe it… but yet… you wish you were dead? You want to leave me…" she cried


"Applejack." Dash said in tears and Applejack just looked at her loved one in so much pain, "I can't live without you, don't you understand?"


AJ looked at Dash silently… seeing everything for what it finally was… seeing what she had done… what she had continually done… pushing her away… rejecting her help… lying to herself when she said that Dash would be better off without her,


When she wouldn't…


And Rainbow Dash just lay on the bed… crying weakly to herself… Applejack knowing there was nothing she could do,


…but be there for her, for the first time in so long and she only held Dash in her hoofs as she said… the only thing she could,


"I'm sorry… Rainbow… I'm so sorry,"


Repeating those words into the night… until there was nothing more to say just,


"I'm sorry…I'm so sorry…"


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 6


Dash's eyes opened slowly that morning.


She could feel the sunlight of dawn spread through the room, warming her head with the heat of the new day… but last night had felt like too much, everything coming together and forcing her to spill her feelings. Knowing now, with Applejack discovering everything… that things could only get worse.


But maybe what she did was for the best, maybe she had to tell her even though it terrified her, for keeping it in so long was what had killed her most, she just hoped things would change… things become happy again. A wish for a future that might not come to pass, but a wish she held tight.


She felt a little weight on the end of the bed, blinking her eyes weakly as she sat up and saw Applejack sitting quietly down the other end. She looked at her confused, as in the middle of them was a box… and her heart beat suddenly afraid, was she going to give back the necklace?


"You're finally up," the orange mare said quietly, looking at Dash's pink eyes with awake ones of her own and the Pegasus stirred slightly scared of what she knew this was about… what spilling her guts had gotten her.


"I'm sorry Applejack," Dash only said with wet eyes, tears forming in sadness of what she knew this was about, "I didn't mean what I said,"


"But you did," Applejack said softly, looking at Dash with a warm face, "And it's okay that you did."


"Are you returning the n-necklace…?" Dash asked, feeling so pitiful and Applejack just smiled, shaking her head… before falling completely silent for a few seconds.


And then she finally spoke,


"I didn't know how you felt," she said softly, being careful with her words, "I didn't understand why you stayed with me. It just… I couldn't understand."


She took a breath in, her own body still tired from the dawn, "I thought I was keeping ya here, that you felt like ya had ta stay… but I just couldn't admit the truth."


Dash looked at her confused, until the words were said so quietly,


"That I was afraid of you loving me… when I was so sure I didn't deserve it."


"AJ…?" the Pegasus said sadly.


"I'm sorry," Applejack only muttered, her voice becoming weak as she looked into those pink eyes, "I'm so sorry for what I did… f-for how I acted… what I put you through."


"You were sad…" Dash replied in a shaky voice, "You were too lost to see,"


"I thought that if you left me… it'd be better for you," Applejack admitted finally, her eyes becoming watery from tears of denial, "But I know now… I can never let you go,"


Dash watched slowly as AJ opened up the box, seeing a silver necklace with a pearl as it's pendulum and she looked up at Applejack confused, before the orange pony continued with a soft scared voice,


"My father gave my mother this when he told her he wanted to spend the rest of his life with her."


Applejack looked slowly up from it to Dash, the Pegasus so quiet.


"I know that this might not be the best time… but I don't know what the future holds, and I want you to have it… if you still want me."


Rainbowdash didn't know how to get any words out. She just looked at the white pearl as it shimmered so brightly… not believing that Applejack had just given her this… that AJ had just said that she wanted to stay with her forever and she smiled, smiled in such happiness as she looked back up into those green eyes and muttered,


"You know I'll always want you, as long as I can breathe."


"Then can I ask you something," Applejack asked afraid and Dash looked at her quietly,


"Can I still marry you?"


The Pegasus gave a small smile, feeling her heart flutter in her chest like the first time she realized she loved her and she nodded her head, laughing and crying at the same time as she just lunged over the bed, hugging AJ so tight and said in happiness,


"Y-yes!"


Applejack smiled back in tears as she hugged Rainbow back tightly, never wanting to let her go but when the two both finally looked back into the other's eyes, she said.


"There's one thing I really want but,"


"What?" Dash asked as she pressed her face against hers in love… a feeling of joy of just being this close after so long and Applejack looked at her nervous as she said,


"I want your parents to be at the wedding… I want them to be there for you, like my family has been there for me."


Rainbow Dash grew silent… and only closed her eyes before finally saying,


"Okay… but on one condition."


"What?"


She smiled,


"The wedding is in a month."


XXXXX


It had been a week since the funeral.


Twilight walked around her house frustrated. Everything was so pointless now. Her magic was gone, her friends were gone. All the lessons she had learned meant nothing now when it felt like she had no one to turn too… Spike too young to understand fully how she felt and all her girlfriends just vanishing from her life.


It was like she was back in Canterlot, but there was no alternative now for her studies. For without magic… she could never be who she was… and never move forward, just stay put.


There was a knock on her door and she turned to it confused, saying,


"Come in,"


The door opened with magic and she shut her eyes quietly… she hated seeing any as it only reminded her of what she lost.


When she looked back up she saw Rarity and smiled bravely… but lost and frustration was all that plagued her mind these days and it always showed in her presence.


"Hey Rarity," she said tiredly and Rarity smiled a little shy… seeming unsure of herself before the white unicorn said,


"Hello Twilight… I just had a free day of work, and wanted to call in… I know I haven't been the best to keep in touch lately."


"It's fine…" Twilight said mannerly "we all haven't been the best for it."


"How are things with you? How's the studies been-" Rarity cut herself off quickly, smiling awkwardly and Twilight just sighed.


"No studies remember… these days I'm just trying to find a new calling, a new place."


"Well, I'd love for you to help me out sometime," Rarity said helpfully, "I do need a pony to do some research on the old fashion of Ponyville for me,"


"I can do that," Twilight said but didn't seem very enthusiastic about it and Rarity panted weakly adding,


"I feel like you've been avoiding us lately Twilight dear, if you'd like to ever talk… I'm only down the road."


"Yeah I know," Twilight said unhelpfully and Rarity gave a fake smile of calm as she added.


"I'd really like it if you came to a small dinner I'm having with the girls in a couple of days; we haven't all been together properly in so long."


Twilight looked at Rarity's big hoping eyes in silence… giving a sigh as she nodded her head… but still felt so empty in her friends' presence.


Yes, they had been trying to get back to how they used to be but it just seemed like whenever she was with any of them… all she felt was nothing… a connection that seemed to have been cut off from them… and hated to admit it was because she had cut it off.


She just couldn't feel that spark of friendship… as if once her magic had gone… her motivation to be with them had also dissipated. There was no more lessons to be learned, they were just five normal ponies to her.


"Yeah…" she said quietly as she looked in Rarity's eyes, "Yeah I'll be there."


"It's on Friday at seven." The white unicorn said with a smile "thank you, Twilight."


"It's fine, I'll see you then."


Rarity looked at her one more time before leaving the house and walking through town. It was a beautiful day, the weather so warm and calm and she stopped when she saw Pinkie coming her direction, smiling nervously as the pink pony caught a sight of her back and the two greeted each other awkwardly.


"Hello Pinkie, how are you?"


"Me, oh I'm fine." The pink mare said indifferent really to the question but smiled a little bigger as she added, "Actually… things have been pretty good."


"Why's that?"


"I've been seeing someone recently… and I feel like things are starting to look up,"


"Oh that's wonderful darling, who is it?"


"Lyra…" Pinkie said with a nervous grin and Rarity blinked her eyes a little worried.


"Well I hope you're taking it slow."


"We are, but I do want to tell others."


"Just be careful this time, Pinkie," Rarity said quietly with a little worry, "I just don't want you to be rushing into things and then getting heart broken."


Pinkie looked at her slowly when she heard this… she knew ponies were always a little more cautious around her, like she was a loose cannon and it made her feel angry that even her friends couldn't treat her like a competent pony.


"I'm not as stupid as I used to be, Rarity. I will be careful this time."


"Thank you," Rarity said with a soft voice and added a little unsure, "Will I be seeing you at my dinner?"


"Yeah, I'll be there," Pinkie said with a reassuring smile, "did the other girls agree to come?"


"All I have to ask now is Applejack and Rainbowdash… though I know things might be hard on them with Granny Smith gone now."


"I'm sure they'll come." Pinkie said with a happy smile, "I have to head back to Sugarcube Corner, see you soon,"


"Yes, bye dear," Rarity said and waved her hoof as the pink pony left her. Her blue eyes turned in the direction of the country side as she smiled nervously for the ponies she was next to visit.


XXXXX


She knocked on the door awkwardly, and when it opened she saw a tired Big Mac.


"Oh hello, Big Mac… how has it been?"


"Different…" he muttered and she nodded her head.


"Again I'm so sorry for your loss," she said trying to be kind to this family and the red stallion just nodded his head.


"Thank ya Rarity… but at least she lived to a good age."


"Can I see Applejack and Rainbowdash?" she asked hopefully and he nodded again, letting her in and she walked into the kitchen where Applejack was flattening doe with a rolling pin, the white unicorn blinking her eyes startled.


"You're able to cook again?"


AJ just smiled as she turned to Rarity.


"Well, I'm tryin'"


"How has the family been?"


"Applebloom's been quiet, Big Mac a little out of it… I've been fine the last few days."


"I can't imagine how it feels."


"All pain is imaginable…" Applejack just said with a weak smile and put the rolling pin down as she looked at her, "So why ya here?"


"I'd like it if you and Raindbowdash could attend a dinner I'm having with the other girls on Friday, a get together for us all."


"Sure we can make it," Applejack said warmly and Rarity gleamed delighted,


"Oh that would be so nice… it's not too soon for you? You know, with the mourning period?"


"Granny Smith would want me to be happy not sad," Applejack said with a smile, "anyway, me and Rainbow have somethin' we have ta tell you girls."


"What?" Rarity asked enticed by the news.


"We'll see you on Friday," Applejack said with a small laugh and flipped the doe over to roll the other side, Rarity given her a confused look and prepared to leave adding,


"Seven o clock."


"Alright," Applejack agreed and watched as the unicorn left. She smiled, looking back down to the doe and continued rolling…


Things were changing, and this time it might be for the better.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 7


She felt nervous coming to this get together… she really felt so out of place among the girls, all the things she had said in the past, all her actions to avoid since. But Twilight bucked up and put on a smile as Rarity opened the door.


"Twilight dear, it's so good to see you!"


"Yeah… you too," she said back with less enthusiasm and entered the house, following Rarity into her sitting room and seeing Fluttershy sitting down drinking some tea with a shy smile on her face.


"Oh T-twilight!" Fluttershy peeped a little excited, her tea cup jittering in her hoofs "I'm so happy to see y-you!"


"Yeah, I guess we didn't really get the chance to talk recently," Twilight said nervously and came over to the yellow Pegasus, sitting down slightly on edge and the two other ponies just looked at each other a little worried.


"So how are you?" Fluttershy asked quietly,


"I'm fine." Twilight said, she was getting a bit tired of ponies always asking her this, and her always having to lie to these two… but it was clear how she felt, the two girls couldn't ignore the tension that surrounded her.


"Okay," Fluttershy replied nervously with a scared smile and sipped her tea, Rarity calling to attention as the doorbell rang again and she quickly left to answer, leaving the quiet Fluttershy with Twilight.


The door opened and there stood Rainbow Dash and Applejack, bags swung over Dash's side and Rarity took a big sigh out showing them in,


"Come in girls, come in!" she said happily leading them to the lounge and moving some cushions over for a place for Applejack. AJ climbed shaking a bit onto the couch but Dash helped her and Applejack just smiled, saying wamly,


"Thanks,"


Dash smiled back as she sat down too. Applejack looked at Twilight a little nervous… remembering those words the unicorn had told her that had finally helped her realise the truth of her actions. But she also saw the hidden frustration that seethed from the mare and she didn't know in what words she could say… thank you.


"Now girls," Rarity said as she headed for the kitchen to stir the soup that was steaming on the stove, "Applejack and Rainbowdash have something to tell us tonight."


"Yeah," Dash said with a small smile as she looked at the girls, "but not until Pinkie comes,"


Somehow this whole scene seemed so familiar to Twilight, the girls gathering, an announcement to be made… it was only a year ago but she did not like the familiarity and what could come if history was to replay.


The girls all talked for a while, the only ones talking about their general day to day life being Fluttershy and Rarity… the only two that seemed to be living in a state of normality but they fear of lost contact with their friends seemed to seep through their talk.


Finally an interruption came as there was a quiet knock on the door and the girls all grew silent as Rarity led in an uneasy Pinkie Pie.


"Hey everyone," she said nervously and the girls all just welcomed her, Rarity rushing away to check on the dinner and Dash looked at Applejack quietly, asking her the question with her eyes and the orange may smiled, nodding her head.


"Err guys," Rainbowdash said with a smile, "We have something to tell you,"


"Rarity! We're ready!" AJ shouted to the kitchen and the white unicorn hurried in, beaming eagerly as she squeezed between Fluttershy and Twilight.


"Well…," Applejack said, looking at her friends and then looking at Dash who nodded with loving eyes, "We're… we're getting married."


The reaction was different for each pony.


Fluttershy just gleamed,


Rarity gasped.


Twilight only stared at them.


And Pinkie… just looked to the ground, her heart seeming to stop when she heard those words.


"Who proposed?" Rarity just burst out, eager to know who had popped the question and Dash and Applejack just laughed awkwardly.


"Well, I suppose I was the one," Dash said with a little laugh, the first time she did it not going well at all, none of the girls knowing this and the details of the whole proposal not really being gone over.


"I, I am so happy for you!" Fluttershy only squeaked so joyfully, and Dash grinned, opening her bags and adding to Rarity,


"Could you show them the necklaces?"


"Of course!" Rarity said eagerly, levitating the jewellery out and Twilight and Pinkie just stared at them quietly, the necklaces shimmering in the light.


"Oh they're beautiful," Fluttershy said as they sparkled in her eyes… Rarity being mesmerised by the jewels before asking,


"Who's is whose?"


"The gold one is AJ's, the silver one she gave to me," Dash said with so much joy that it spread to the other two mesmerised ponies and Applejack just nodded her head, only looking at Rainbow Dash with warm eyes… a future wedding needing to be mentioned,


"It's in three weeks,"


The girls all paused when she said this, Twilight's face literally looking dumbfounded by this decision and all the purple unicorn asked was,


"Why?"


"We just thought… with everything," AJ said quietly, looking more at Dash than the girls, and the blue Pegasus smiled back at her, "the future being so uncertain, it's better to do it now than in a year when things could be put in our way preventing it."


"Three weeks…?" Pinkie only said quietly to herself… this news not registering fully and she looked at Rainbow Dash and AJ in disbelief… it was all just… too soon,


"I have to go…" she said suddenly, surprising the girls as she quickly got up and Dash looked at her worried,


"What? But Darling you only just got here?" Rarity said confused and Pinkie just smiled with shaky lips.


"I just… have to go," she said and left, Applejack getting off her seat as she tried to follow her weakly, finally reaching outside and seeing Pinkie had already gone into the distance.


"Pinkie!" she yelled in a tired voice, "Please wait a second!"


Pinkie stopped in her step, she couldn't ignore that weak voice and sighed, turning back and looking at the panting pony.


"I'm sorry AJ, but can you see why I had to leave?" she said feeling pathetic and Applejack only looked at her, saying weakly,


"Rainbow told me what you did,"


Pinkie looked at her confused… feeling like she was being accused of something and added,


"What?"


"Stopped her from killing herself…"


The pink pony froze… a moment from so long ago, something she had forgotten and looked at Applejack quietly.


She asked,


"Why are you saying this?"


"I just want ta say… thank you."


"It's alright…" Pinkie said a little nervous. She never thought anyone would know, that no one needed to know. Dash had told Applejack… those two probably shared everything and she only felt like it really was time to go, not wanting to stay for the celebration, it just all… felt too soon.


"I really have to go," she said, taking a step away and Applejack just said.


"I'm sorry, Pinkie... I'm sorry for what happened to you."


"There's nothing to apologize for." Pinkie said with a weak smile, and walked away after that… Applejack watching her go and sighed, coming back inside to the noise and joy of her fiancé and her friends.


Though another pony remained separated from it all... a purple unicorn that felt after that night… she had finally arrived to her decision.


XXXXX


She didn't understand…


Dash had moved on and she could not deny that. That blue Pegasus was happy… her life was becoming whole again, her life going the way it was always meant to go,


Without her.


Pinkie was happy for Dash, she was… yet when she heard those words,


We're getting married


It made her see how little she had moved on with her life.


The less she saw of her, the better… but even though she was in a new relationship with a wonderful unicorn, she still had fear.


A fear that possessed her when she was around Lyra, afraid to let that mare know her completely. Afraid to tell her everything…


And afraid to admit to herself that the last relationship she had been in had made her scared of the new.


She sat on her bed… just thinking of the night of the party where she admitted to Dash that she loved her… an act of passion happening on this very bed… her first time, and her last time since.


She wanted to tell Lyra so much of who she was, how she felt… but the rejection was just something she feared so much.


The last time she told a pony her inner thoughts… leading to so much pain that had nearly made her take her life.


"Pinkie Pie!"


Her ears pricked as she heard Mr Cake call her name and she replied,


"Yes?"


"Lyra's here to see you,"


Her heart literally froze in its beat, as she quickly began to panic, the added words being,


"She's coming up!"


Before she had a second thought her door opened and in came the beautiful aqua coloured pony, looking at her with a shy smile and Pinkie smiled back nervously, a cold sweat running down her back.


"Hey Pinkie," Lyra said with a nervous smile as she stepped in and walked over to the bed, "You forgot to meet up with me for lunch today?"


"Oh you know me," Pinkie said quickly with a laugh, "Forgetful little ole' Pinkie,"


"Are things going okay?" Lyra asked a little afraid as she sat down beside her and Pinkie stiffened at the close proximity "I feel like you've been avoiding me?"


"What? No!" Pinkie quickly answered in defence but when she saw Lyra's warm smile, calmed down a little and just looked to her hoofs nervous of what to say.


"Wow," Lyra said as she looked around her, "I've never been in your room before… it's really cool,"


"It's okay," Pinkie said back quietly, "I know the pink is a little much to take,"


Lyra looked at her confused, examining her quietly and said, "I know something is wrong, you can tell me,"


"Can I?" Pinkie asked scared and Lyra pulled a more confused face. Pinkie sighed,


"I really like you Lyra… but the last time I let someone close to me, it didn't end well."


"But you know me," Lyra said a little upset to hear this, "You know I want to be there for you,"


Pinkie just felt her eyes water a little… she wanted to be close to Lyra, both emotionally and physically but the fear that this could all go terribly wrong scared her… she was just so afraid.


She felt lips press against hers softly, and pushed away weakly from Lyra, looking at her yellow eyes scared.


"I don't want to be hurt Lyra," she said weakly and Lyra just looked at her, replying softly,


"Neither do I,"


Pinkie looked at her confused… as if seeing something in Lyra's eyes that she had not seen before and felt their lips push against each other softly, their mouths joining in heavy heat as they kissed slowly and deeply,


They fell tenderly onto the bed, as they caressed each other gently, Pinkie feeling Lyra's kind and soft nature fill her with a emotion she was afraid to admit,


For admitting it would mean she was open to another feeling,


Hurt, if this didn't work out.


She felt Lyra press her mound against her gently as she rubbed against her in a light passion and Pinkie just pushed her away, rolling out from under her and Lyra just looked at her quietly.


Pinkie sat up on the bed and looked to the ground in tears…


"I'm sorry Lyra," she whispered, afraid to look her in the eyes, "I'm just not ready."


"That's okay," Lyra said as she came beside her and hugged her weakly, "It's okay."


"You make me happy," Pinkie added with a scared voice, and she looked her in the eyes, her own one's shining from tears,


"And that makes me afraid…"


"The only thing that'd make me afraid," Lyra said with a smile as she kissed Pinkie on the cheek, "Is if I wasn't making you happy at all."


Pinkie smiled at her weakly, looking into Lyra's amazing gold eyes… even though she was afraid, every second she was with her, it felt like she was becoming whole again and she hugged her back, whispering,


"Thank you."


XXXXX


AJ found herself always with the task of trying to do the small things… things which other's always did for her.


She was alone in the house, getting a cup for a drink of water but yet like always they were stacked up on the shelf, just out of easy reach.


She looked at them… the sun setting through the window gently and could hear the door open as Big Mac and Rainbowdash came in from the work.


She paused in her unsteady reach, as Rainbow came in the door and stopped when she saw Applejack shaking on three hoofs.


AJ smiled nervous, as she retrieved her hoof from the air saying, "Sorry,"


"No, you can do it…"


She looked at Dash confused… she knew Rainbow didn't like looking at her helpless but seeing those dark pink eyes watch her with assurance, Applejack continued and her legs buckled a little, Dash squinting in fear at the sight.


Applejack grabbed the cup and put it on the counter, catching herself from a near fall by placing her hoof quickly back on the ground and Rainbow Dash just looked at her quietly,


Saying bravely,


"I know you can do these things… I'm just here when you can't."


Applejack smiled at her, feeling like she was loving her a little bit more at that moment and muttered,


"I'm so glad I'm marrying you,"


"Well you are getting the best," Dash said with a wink and headed upstairs, AJ smiling but looked up at the hill in the distance… a feat that still seemed so unimaginable… but today… she was going to imagine.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 8


The moon shone brightly into the room that night, Applejack looking through the window as she was held softly in Dash's hoofs… the hill in the distance and she turned her head, looking quietly at the clock seeing it say three thirty.


She took a gulp as she loosened herself from Rainbow's grip and put her hoofs unsteadily on the floor, stepping weakly out of the room and down the stairs.


When she reached the front door, she took a big breath… but she knew she would not be able to try this if Dash woke up… and she wanted to do this by herself.


She opened the door and stepped quietly out, looking to the hill and nodded her head. She began walking with all her might up the slope, her legs killing her from the faster pace than usual.


The moon shone down on her struggling body, hitting against her skin with the dark blue sky of night spreading all around.


She tried to take strong steps but only screamed in the pain… her body aching as she reached the first fifth of the hill, trees shadowing her but she would not give up.


She panted in exhaustion, sweat coming down her body from movement she so rarely was able for but she had to at least try…


And then she fell.


She hit the ground hard, her legs burning from pain, from the force she had exerted to reach the top and she lay there, trying to get up but couldn't.


She couldn't stand, no matter how hard she struggled… but she would never stop struggling until she made it and tried harder and harder to get up.


Her legs shook as she tried so much to stand… her two front legs buckling forward but she ignored it, even pain could be overcome… pain was never going to stop her, it wasn't going to make her ever stop trying! And with one last heave she stood on all fours, panting in exhaustion.


She was shaking with exhilaration, disbelief as she stood on her four legs… lifting herself up by her own strength… and smiled,


As she stared at the hill... and took another step.


XXXXX


Rainbowdash woke up wearily that morning as the alarm chimed from the clock, hitting it sleepily but when she rolled into Applejack she blinked slowly confused as the space beside her was empty and she jumped quickly, looking around the room and shouting,


"Applejack?"


She quickly got on her hoofs, leaving the room and running down stairs, checking the kitchen and sitting room before she turned to the front door,


Seeing in opened and swinging slightly from the wind.


She nearly lost her breath as she ran outside and took to the sky, shouting in fear,


"APPLEJACK!"


Why would she leave the house? What was she thinking and froze in the air as she finally spotted a pony sitting on the hill, flying down to her as fast as lightning and landing beside her in anger yelling,


"WHAT ARE YOU DOING OUT HERE? WHAT WERE YOU THINKING!"


"Rainbow," Applejack said tiredly and Dash just glared furious eyes at her,


"ARE YOU TRYING TO SCARE ME?"


"I did it," AJ only said with a smile, "I did it."


"Did what?" Dash asked still in anger but calmed down a little and only looked at Applejack lost.


"I made it here, by myself…"


Dash slowly began to realize where they were… where Applejack was and looked at her quietly, saying,


"You made it here… on your own?"


"YES!" Applejack only said in glee, "I made it by myself."


"Do you know how terrified I was when I woke up and found you weren't there?" Dash said quietly and Applejack just swallowed adding.


"I had to do this by myself… I know I should've told ya, but do ya know what this means to me?"


Dash looked at her still a bit upset but listened,


"I can gallop one day, run if I keep pushing myself! I can become strong again!"


"I know you can," Dash said, taking a breath in to regain herself and hugged her tight, "I always knew you could."


Applejack smiled in joy, but felt guilty how she wasn't telling the whole truth until Dash let go of her and looked to her legs… seeing them bruised and looked at Applejack in fear,


"AJ, please don't do this if it's hurting you," she said now in tears of worry and Applejack smiled weakly, looking into Dash's eyes as she held her.


"Pain doesn't hurt me, Rainbow…" she said in her honest truth, "Not trying is what will kill me… I have ta keep doing this, I have to keep going even if it hurts."


"Okay," Dash said, afraid of what she was hearing but knowing this is what Applejack wanted, "But tell me whenever you are going to do something like this, I'm serious."


"You can't help me when I struggle but," Applejack told her quietly and Dash pulled a distort look at that news, "Because I know I can do this. Do you know?"


Dash bit her lip awkwardly… she knew in her heart AJ would always be trying to regain control… she knew that she couldn't stop her even if she was in pain because then AJ would simply try without telling her and she nodded her head, but it hurt her always seeing her suffer.


"I know you can… but if it gets too much, stop."


"That's when I hav' to push harder."


"This is a partnership, Applejack." Dash said sternly, "This isn't about you anymore. It's about us. Promise."


AJ only sighed… why couldn't Dash see that the pain was nothing to her, only something she'd have to live with whether she tried or not and nodded her head a little fed up,


"Okay, I'll stop when it's too much."


"Thank you." Dash said glad she was able to have her say and the two looked down the hill to the house in the distance.


Applejack looked at Dash nervous to say but still did,


"I can make it down myself."


"Nope. You've done enough already. I'm flying you."


"No way of convincing ya? How do you get so good at getting your way?" AJ said with a weak fed up smile and Dash just grinned, taking her hoofs as she lifted them both off the ground.


"Well after living with you for so long I know how you work."


"That easy?"


Dash just chuckled landing them a few minutes later back to the farm as the morning finally dawned.


XXXXX


Twilight watched as the Pegasi carriage waited outside with the last of her things before hearing a disgruntled Spike say,


"Twilight, do you really have to go?"


"I do Spike, I just need to get away from this place… if things go alright at Cantelot I'll send for you"


"But no offense, I don't want to stay with Fluttershy." He grumbled annoyed and Twilight just sighed.


"She's the only one that would keep quiet about this, please Spike."


"Yeah, yeah I know…" he said fed up and went to leave the house, "But you better come back soon, remember the wedding's in only two weeks."


"Don't remind me…" Twilight said a little disheartened by that fact… one of the reasons she felt she had to go, knowing the moment she heard that news nothing mattered to her.


For if that news didn't even make her happy,


If being with her friends that night left her feeling nothing,


Then it was really time to move on… time to go home.


When Spike opened the door, he stumbled back startled as there stood Applejack, panting tiredly and he only left hesitant, Twilight looking at Applejack bewildered to see her without Dash and asked puzzled,


"AJ? Did you walk here?"


"Yep…" the orange mare just wheezed in exhaustion as she came in and sat down on the floor in tire, Twilight just looking confused before adding.


"Are you trying to kill yourself?"


"I've been trying to get better… the last few days… I've been walking…"


"You know one in your condition shouldn't be doing this, you look terrible. Your body is shaking, your legs are all green and blue!"


"I came… to ask ya somethin'"


Twilight looked at her confused, quieting so she could hear.


"I know you hav' read everythin' on everythin'" Applejack said as she tried to regain her breath, "And it'd really mean a lot ta me… if you could perform the ceremony."


"What…?" Twilight said in disbelief… "You're not serious, are you?"


Applejack smiled, as she finally regained herself and looked at her with sincere eyes.


"Twilight, you were one of the ponies who opened my eyes… made me see it's not just about me. You were the one that saved me from death and helped me confront what I was doing. And I can't think of any other pony I respect enough to marry me and Rainbow."


"I…" Twilight said… biting her lip as she had to explain, "I can't."


Applejack looked at her confused,


"I'm leaving…"


AJ turned her head to the open door, seeing the carriage waiting outside and replied,


"Is that why those Pegasi are there?"


"Yes."


"Why are ya goin'?" she only asked confused.


"Because my time here is over."


"Your time here with us? Your friends?"


"You don't know how I feel."


"Don't you want to be there for us? The wedding? To see me run again?"


"C'mon AJ, do you really believe that?"


Applejack lost her breath when she heard those words and looked at Twilight hurt,


"Why wouldn't I?"


"Because I'm never going to be magic again and you are never going to get better. If you keep denying this all you'll have is anger! Anger that no matter how hard you try, you will never be the same!"


Applejack only stared at her in disbelief… seeing Twilight's rage and she hated that her whole body was killing her from that walk, from every step she took.


But she responded.


"I know you're angry with how things are… I know you are hurting." She looked her dead in the eyes as she added hard "But I'll never stop trying."


"My carriage is waiting for me," Twilight said, ignoring Applejack's words as she went to the door, "I'm sorry… but sometimes it's easier to just move on… sometimes, you have to leave if it's too much."


"Please come to my wedding," Applejack said, "Please don't leave yet."


Twilight sighed… she didn't want to leave on a bad note… but knew her next two words were a lie,


"I'll try."


She left the building and Applejack walked in pain to the door, watching as Twilight got in the carriage and the Pegasi began to rise to the air.


If AJ listened to Twilight's words… if she believed for one second that this was all she would ever be, that this defined her… she knew she would not go on.


Her body had been killing her the last four days since that walk to the hill… the pain nearly becoming unimaginable as she kept on trying, but she couldn't give up.


For she had gotten back something she had lost.


Hope.


And she only hoped Twilight would get hers back too.


XXXXX


Crystal looked at her mail as she scooped it up with her mouth and headed back to her cloud kitchen. She placed it on the table and began looking through the letters but paused when she saw one with the return address and a name saying,


Rainbow Dash


She opened it quickly and looked at the letter… which wasn't a letter at all but an invitation.


A wedding invitation and she read the words quietly as they said,


Applejack and Rainbowdash


cordially invite you to their wedding


On the fifteenth of June


She listened quietly as her husband Solar Flare flew through the front door and she turned to him saying weakly,


"Solar, Dash is getting married."


Solar Flare looked at her a little confused but added unimpressed, "Right, so who's the unlucky colt?"


"Applejack." That name sounding a little too feminine that even when hearing it she knew it was a mare.


"He sounds kinda gay." Solar Flare muttered as he went to get something to eat.


"That's because he's a girl." Crystal said scared and Solar just glared suddenly at the letter, grabbing it off his wife and looking at the words.


"That little brat… she knew this would piss us off!"


"Honey, please… she might love her."


"No, Rainbow Dash is just trying to be a show off, trying to stand out in the crowd like usual!"


"I don't-"


"We'll show her… she wants to marry a bloody mare, than she doesn't want us there."


Crystal remained silent, shaking a little, as Solar Flare flew out of the house in anger and just looked back down at her daughter's wedding invitation.


Not knowing what she should do…


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 9


Twilight peered down to the town in the distance as it began to fade the further and further she got away from it.


She remembered when she took her first journey to Ponyville, how it had filled her with frustration in having to make friends. She believed that it was pointless, a task… but then her heart had started to change, thinking her destiny was something she had never imagined.


But all her friendships had done was strip her of her very essence.


Her magic.


She took a breath out as the town disappeared and only faced onwards into the future. As before her it started to come closer, her birthplace, her city. Canterlot.


Her hoofs landed on the ground as she arrived to a beautiful house and knocked on the door quietly. It opened slowly and there stood Shining Armour, a smile on his face as he said happily.


"Little sis! It's great to see you again."


Twilight smiled, giving her brother a hug as the Pegasi helped carry her things in and she arrived into the home.


She felt peace… peace after so long, finally being away from that town which had taken all and when everything was put into the guestroom she came out, coming to the sitting room and seeing Shining Armour going through letter scrolls with his magic, as if preparing for another day.


"Got work?" Twilight said quietly and Shining Armour turned to her, a calm smile on his face saying casually,


"Yeah, I have to head down to the castle and do some duties. But I'll be home in a few hours and then we can hang like old times."


"How's married life?" Twilight said, sitting down on the lounge and picking up a book a bit dampened, Shining Armour just beaming,


"It's great Twi, the best thing that ever happened to me."


"Will Cadence be home soon?" she asked quietly and Shining Armour nodded,


"In an hour, she's just doing a bit of work for Celestia."


Twilight nodded her head… she was part of the royal family now… but she didn't feel it and watched as her brother headed out the door, saying to her,


"I'll be home soon."


She smiled weakly seeing him go, and sat on the lounge for a few minutes… adjusting.


She was going to be here for a few weeks until she got her own place set up, but feared the thought of going to her parents.


She looked out the window to the city before her. Looking at the stone buildings, the cement grounds and got up off her sit, leaving the house and visiting the city she grew up in, going for a walk.


It was a sunny day, the sky so blue and bright and she listened in her steps as ponies laughed around her, foals playing about, shops keeping stock, ponies living their day to day lives.


Moving about,


Laughter.


She looked at the hills in the distance, the flowerbeds along her path as she entered into the city's parks.


A fountain squirted sparkling water into the air, birds tweeted loud, and then she saw the building which had been her sanctuary so much when she was young.


The city library.


And stepped inside.


Around her stood book shelves, columns of books about anything and everything. One thing Ponyville never had, centuries of books… a history so vibrant.


She walked down the aisle, looking at the books that passed her eyes until she saw one with a name so presented,


The journey.


She picked it up with her mouth, not knowing what it meant, what it was about but borrowed it out.


That night she lay awake in her room, her lamp letting in dim light as she read the pages, the story of a pony taken a path and walking it for weeks on end.


She read it during the day, she read it at the fountain getting splashed. She read it on the days that shined and the days that rained.


She read more books.


Read stories that had an end, stories that had discovery.


Ponies that did it. Ponies that made it.


She laughed with her brother, she went on walks with his wife.


She lay in the sun… she listened to her heart beat.


She was away from that town and was free.


She was free of the anger after so long… free of thoughts, free of the pain.


Time was nothing, it didn't exist. At this moment she was just glad she was away.


In a world where she didn't have to worry about ponies… a place where pain and lost was starting to fade. The girls not reminding her of what she had given up… AJ not reminding her of all she had lost.


It was a beautiful day, the fifth day of coming back to this city where Shining Armour came down stairs and kissed Cadance on the cheek, looking to his sister happily.


"Twi, good news, it's my day off."


"That's great Shining Armour."


"Do you wanna go for a walk today? So we can talk."


She looked at him with a smile, she was back in a place where there was no challenges, no heartache and replied.


"Sure, just let me finish this toast."


The two found each other strolling through the city, Twilight looking at the castle… remembering when she was her student… remembering the slight pain and turned away.


She had been escaping so much and needed to escape it all. She couldn't remember. She didn't want to remember.


"I'm so glad to see you happy," Shining Armour said as they walked, the sun shining down and lighting every spot of ground. Twilight tried to smile, she wanted the freedom to last and said.


"I'm trying to be."


"It must have been really hard, leaving your friends."


"They didn't feel like friends to me… at least not in the end."


"C'mon Twilight," Shining Armour said confused, "I never saw you so happy as at my wedding with those girls."


"Brother," Twilight said seriously, and they turned into the open land, leaving the stone and going onto grassy plains, "They were friends I was told to make… and I thought that's what I wanted, but it wasn't."


He looked at her sad hearing this.


"I don't regret making them… but I couldn't see any reason to stay… stay in a town where I had lost who I was."


"I think that town let you know who you were."


Twilight turned her quiet eyes to him, not wanting to listen, but she was in no fighting spirit.


"I lost my identity… my magic."


He sighed, "Twilight, you know you were so much more than just magic,"


She looked at him confused.


Shining Armour looked at her sadly.


"It makes me sad that you can't see that. That you can't see that it wasn't you, just a part of you."


"Magic is what gave me my path… my future, my destiny. To be the strongest. Without it I'm just-"


"You." Shining Armour said warmly and Twilight shook her head, "Listen to me Twi."


She didn't want to.


"You can't let one thing define you. Let it make you see you can never be something else. When you had magic you didn't care about much but study, learning… you would rather do spells than talk to others. I was afraid that you would see that's all you were."


He looked at her deeply,


"But when Celestia sent you away to Ponyville, when you made friends… I was so happy to believe you discovered you were so much more than just magic."


He took a breath out, looking at her with pride,


"And when you gave it up to save that girl… I thought you had finally learned it and knew you could be without it. That it wasn't you anymore."


"Than what am I?" Twilight asked then and there… not wanting to hear this… not seeing herself as a hero but a victim of what she had done, "What am I?"


"You…" Shining Armour said with all his heart and stopped, the two walking far into the country now and looking back at the city, Twilight feeling tears rise to her eyes but her brother wiped them and said in a clear voice.


One of truth.


"Twilight. Magic never defined you. You define you."


She just cried… cried hard as she stood alone in the path she had chosen to take… everything she had chosen to just give up on.


For something that was never her, something that should of never controlled her.


A piece of her which didn't make up her puzzle, but which she had put on a platter ignoring all she was,


The pony she was…


The pony she was now… one that had denied she was so much more.


"Twilight," Shining Armour said softly, patting his sister on the back… helping her understand this and nothing else.


"When's the wedding?"


"Tomorrow…" she said, trying to wipe away the tears "But could they ever forgive me? How do I know things can be the same? How do I know we can make it? How do I know I haven't ruined it all?"


"Because true friends forgive." Shining Armour said with a warm smile, "True friends are there for life."


Twilight listened to those words and knew she had only been the opposite… because she had not known what they were to her and looked into the horizon… Ponyville in the distance and knew where she had to go… the path still waiting to be taken.


XXXXX


Applejack was in her room, her mother's necklace in the box on her bed as she stood before the mirror in a white gown, she never thought she would look good in one.


Her heart was beating slow, her body aching from pain but she could ignore all that and look at the mare… a pony that looked like she belonged in a fairy tale… but one set in the real world, with real emotions.


She knew she looked beautiful… she knew she looked like an angel… but she knew she was also just a pony… doing the one thing she had to to survive.


Move forward.


And it scared her.


Dash was staying at Fluttershy's and she wish she was here with her, reminding her why she was doing this, why she was taking this step.


It was a stupid tradition, the couple getting married being separated the night before the wedding… making her have doubt, have fear.


There was a knock on the door and she turned to it, muttering,


"Come in."


The door opened and Big Mac stood before it in amaze, his sister looking like a princess and said nervously,


"You not asleep yet?"


"No… just tryin' on the dress one more time."


"I, came to ask ya sumthin'"


Applejack looked at him confused to his nervousness, but replied calmly,


"Shoot,"


Big Mac seemed to hesitate, rolling his hoof on the ground as if he seemed afraid to say and Applejack just stared at him quietly, waiting.


"I… I know ya hav' gotten Celestia ta agree to say the ceremony." Big Mac said quietly but looked his sister in the eyes, "But I was jus' wonderin'… if it weren't too late… I'd like to be the one… to marry you two."


Applejack just smirked, shaking her head softly in a bit of laughter,


"Why'd ya leave it for tonight to ask?"


"Been busy with work…" Big Mac lied nervously and AJ just smiled, taking a small step toward her brother.


"Yes."


He looked up at her quietly, his face going blank as if in disbelief before he uttered, "…really?"


"I'd love you to be the one, Big Mac… just don't go rambling on like ya usually do." She joked.


He smiled at her in happiness, going over and hugging his sister tight… and after that went to go his own way but turned saying,


"You know… ya look like mum in that dress."


Applejack smiled slowly, nodding her head gently and her brother smiled to her one more time before leaving the room and AJ turned back to the mirror.


Swallowing slowly.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 10


The day of the wedding.


It was on a Saturday of course. The sun was golden white as it hit the earth and awoke every pony. Rainbowdash woke up in a foreign bed and looked tiredly out of the window, her dark pink eyes becoming alive.


Twilight got in the Pegasi carriage, able to get one at last and told them to fly fast.


Pinkie slowly opened her eyes and smiled, seeing a beautiful unicorn beside her, still sleeping in peace.


Applejack just sat up in her bed… her heart beating hard, her breath heavy and scared as she saw her reflection in the mirror…


And saw a pony who was not ready


XXXXX


The day came into full force as every pony started to walk their fate for the day, a fate that would lead all to the same place. That would end their story.


Fluttershy helped Dash into her dress, Rarity coming by to do the makeup and prepare herself and Shy for the day as well.


Rainbowdash just looked there at her reflection, startled by the transformation.


She looked like… a girl?


She smiled as she watched her two bridesmaids hurry up and get ready too, the day getting brighter and brighter till it blinded the eyes with light.


XXXXX


"How much longer?" Twilight said worried as she saw the sun's position indicate it was ten. She leaned over the carriage frustrated only to hear a Pegasus reply,


"Another two hours ma'am"


Twilight sighed, sinking back into her chair… the wedding was starting at twelve.


XXXXX


"Hey Applejack, you ready?"


Applebloom came bouncing into the room, a happy smile on her face but froze when she saw her sister still in bed, looking at her confused.


"Applejack? The wedding's in an hour and a half?"


Applejack looked to her, taking a breath out as she said nervous,


"I know, I'm just tired…"


"Well stop bein' tired, you gotta get up!" Applebloom said quickly and rushed over to her, pulling her by the hoof to get her up.


"Doesn't it all seem too soon but?" AJ said fast as she fell forward onto her hoofs, and Applebloom headed to get her dress that was hanging up on the door, "I mean, it was only four weeks ago that Granny di-"


She caught herself short when she saw her sister's face and just sighed, letting Applebloom dress her before her sister said with a smile,


"There, now you look like a princess."


"I don't feel like one though,"


"C'mon, we gotta get heading to the ceremony,"


"Can ya just wait a second outside… I wanna take one last look at myself,"


Applebloom looked at her confused, muttering quietly "Okay…" before leaving the room and the door closed with a strong pull behind her.


AJ nearly felt herself collapse as she fell on the ground… breathing quickly in panic of what she was expected to do.


Walk down that aisle, live out this fairy tale. Do something which was meant to make her happy but now only made her frightened… unsure.


She just wanted that old mare to tell her what to do, tell her she was walking the right path, that this was meant for her… but her grandma was gone.


She tried to catch her breath as she panted fast, and whispered in tears,


"Granny… I don't know w-what I'm doin'…" she saw the reflection of a distort pony in the mirror, and only shun away crying,


"I don't know how I got myself here… and I don't know if I won't just ruin… everythin'"


She sat there, panting heavily, trying to regain her breath but just kept losing it… how come on the happiest day of her life,


she felt so alone…


XXXXX


Unicorns helped levitate the last of the flower streamers across the outside chapel, Big Mac rehearsing his lines in panic while other ponies sat themselves down on either side of the aisle, talking quietly and awaiting the wedding where the first two mares of the town were getting married.


Some just came because they wanted to see some girl on girl action, though they were the few, where most who came were from the Apple clan, some ponies asking why there was none from the other bride's side.


"Where are they?" Big Macintosh said to himself worried as he saw the time hit eleven thirty… half an hour till the whole show began and yet none of the bridesmaids had turned up and not a single bride had been seen.


XXXXX


"Applejack, I gotta leave for the wedding now,"


Applejack looked up as she heard her sister call to her from behind the door,


"You can make it yourself can't ya?"


"Yeah," she said, getting a grip as she took a breath and stood up, "I'm comin' with ya, just wait,"


She walked on quivering legs as she came out and her little sister looked at her surprise.


"Applejack, were ya crying?"


"It's just such a beautiful day," she lied, wiping away the last of her red eyes quickly and her sister just gave an inquisitive face, seeming to suspect more than what she was told and as the two left the house, taking the small journey to the field she said,


"There's no need ta be scared, sis… ya just get up there, say your lines and bow. Just like in a school play."


"Yeah, except a school play ends after that…" Applejack replied back scared, "Marriage changes everythin'"


"Yeah, but for the better!" Applebloom said and AJ tried to put on a happy face but her legs had started playing up as pain struck hard in her knees and she slowed her already mild pace, taking heavy breaths as she finally arrived at her destination, seeing Fluttershy and Rarity had arrived and were chatting excitedly to each other, but stopped in glee as they saw AJ and surrounded her, admiring her dress.


"Oh Applejack, you look so beautiful" Fluttershy squeaked, Rarity using her magic to fix up AJ's hair with a comb. A large portable wall hid them from view of the chapel, as guests waited in silence now for the wedding to commence, already five to twelve.


"Are you excited?" the yellow Pegasus asked quickly and AJ just pulled a strained smile replying,


"My heart's beating eighty miles an hour."


"Oh nothing to be worried about dear," Rarity said as she patted blush on AJ's cheeks and the orange pony stepped back coughing from the powder, "Just remember that this is the most important day of your life and everyone will be watching."


"Yay…?" Applejack said in a lost breath.


"Me and Fluttershy have to head up now, but when Mr. Cake gives you the cue, you have to go up- but not before Rainbow Dash or Applebloom."


"And that's it?" Applejack asked quickly, hoping this was so much simpler than what she had thought.


"Of course dear, see you shortly!" Rarity chimed and her and Fluttershy left, Applebloom and AJ only looking at each other quietly.


"I still think I should hav' been a bridesmaid," Applebloom said disappointedly.


"You were a flower girl at Shining Armour's wedding?" AJ said a bit confused and her little sister only nodded,


"I know, but how many eleven year olds can say they were a bridesmaid?"


"Applebloom, you gotta go,"


The two looked quickly across as Mr Cake nudged his head for the filly to begin her walk and Applebloom picked up her basket, leaving the preparation area and doing her part.


Applejack just sat there freaking out, she was the last one left to take the walk and fell on the ground again, beginning to hyperventilate at an occasion where she was meant to be perfect.


"You okay, dear?"


She looked up quickly, seeing a light purple Pegasus before her, a white and blue mane parting down her head.


"No…" AJ admitted to this stranger… "I'm not ready for this…"


"Are you sure?"


"No… it just seems too soon."


The pony sat down beside her, patting her on the back as she said weakly,


"I know it seems big… but that's because it is. Don't you love this mare?"


"More than life."


"Than what are you worried about?"


Applejack looked at this Pegasus confused… this pony she had never seen before and muttered.


"I don't know."


"That girl is beautiful, and you are lucky to have her… just please never hurt her for reasons you don't know yourself."


"Applejack, time to go!"


AJ just stared at the Pegasus, as the older mare helped her get up and AJ asked before she began her wedding walk,


"How do you know Rainbow anyway?"


The purple Pegasus smiled warmly, saying in proud words,


"She's my daughter."


Applejack nearly tripped on her legs hearing this but stood up straight and began her walk.


That was Dash's mother? Her parents did come?


She dodged her eyes from side to side as she saw ponies looking at her with smiles, watching her go down the aisle until she looked ahead and saw her bride, waiting at the top with an eager look in her eyes, Dash waiting for her future wife.


Twilight pushed quietly through the crowd, she looked through a gap as the orange mare past her… still feeling scared she had made it.


Applejack was a slow walker, but the pain didn't even feel like it was there that much and she reached the alter, standing opposite Dash who smiled at her in love.


"Dear ponies," Big Mac began, "We hav' gathered here today ta honour the marriage of my sister Applejack and the fastest flyer in Equestria, Rainbow Dash."


Applejack rolled her eyes whereas Dash just gave a small chuckle.


The two mares seemed to only half listen to the words, as Dash only looked at her bride and mouthed the words you look beautiful,


AJ smiled replying back, you too.


Dash couldn't believe this day had finally come… she had had a terrible dream the night before that she had just stood here waiting… waiting for no one, and it had made her a little antsy today but when she saw Applejack walking up the aisle, she had forgotten everything… and now just looked at her, as apple trees surrounded them, the sun hitting down on them… she knew she was getting the ending she deserved.


"Applejack, do you take Rainbow Dash to be your wife, to love and behold, in sickness and in health, till death do you part?"


"I do."


Dash smiled hearing that, and waited for her part, her promise.


"Rainbow Dash, do you take Applejack to be your wife, to love and behold, in sickness and in health, till death do you part?"


"Yes," she said and looked at Applejack, certainty since the day she had first loved her "Yes I do,"


"I now pronounce ya wife and wife… you may kiss the bride" Big Mac said and stood back, Dash stepping forward and reached her hoof to Applejack's face,


Their lips met in a kiss that felt like home… felt like a little bit of magic, a warm place, before they separated,


And ponies began to hit their hooves on the ground clapping…


Everything else seeming like someone else's happy ending as the reception came in half an hour's time, an outdoor reception with food being laid out on tables and ponies coming to congratulate the newlyweds, Applejack and Rainbowdash just standing there dazed.


"Can you believe it happened?" Dash whispered to Applejack with a giggle and AJ just looked at her with a grin,


"I can't believe it happened with you,"


The two laughed quietly as they stood hugging ponies that came to give their best wishes and AJ looked at Dash a little nervous as she asked,


"See anyone from your past here?"


"Like who?"


"Mum or Dad?"


Dash looked down to the ground… she didn't want to think about them and mumbled "I knew they wouldn't come… but it doesn't matter," she said as she placed her hoof over her wife's "It's still perfect."


"Rainbow Dash?"


She looked up and saw her… the weak mother figure she didn't even expect to show up and said surprised,


"Mum?"


Crystal came forward, asking afraid "Can I wish my daughter… a happy marriage?"


"Mum," Dash said confused as she came over to her, pulling her aside and asking confused "What are you doing here?"


"I could never miss my daughter's wedding." She said quietly in tears, "Your father couldn't make it."


Dash knew that was a lie "…why are you protecting him? You know he didn't want to come… why are you still with him?"


Applejack felt a weak poke on her shoulder and turned, seeing Twilight behind her and said a little taken back,


"You're here?"


"I couldn't miss your wedding."


"What changed?" AJ only asked lost, looking at a different unicorn than the one that left… a unicorn with a smile on her face,


"Me."


She gave Applejack a hug, "You and Rainbow Dash looked beautiful up there,"


"Yeah… but I can't wait to get this dress off me," AJ kidded, and Twilight laughed.


"Can I ask you one thing, AJ?" She said and Applejack looked at her, listening.


"Are you happy?"


AJ looked at her a little surprised to hear this… but remembered when that unicorn had asked her the same question two months ago and smiled.


"Yes… I really am."


"I'm glad." Twilight said and looked in the distance to Fluttershy and Rarity, "I'm gonna go mingle."


"Don't forget to try the cake," Applejack said with a chuckle, watching her friend leave and looked back to her bride… her wife.


"Why do you stick up for him, mum?" Dash asked angry, "Why do you let him hurt you?"


Crystal was looking to the ground in shame and responded quietly,


"When you love someone… it hurts more to be away from them than it does to be with them."


Dash looked at her quietly, confused… so lost in what her mother meant and Crystal just smiled saying,


"Come on… let's just enjoy the wedding, just be with your brimming bride."


"Mum… I don't like how you do this to yourself," Dash said hurt, Crystal trying to put on a happy face "But thank you for coming."


"It's okay," Crystal said quietly and Dash hugged her, before going back to Applejack and the purple Pegasus just disappeared amongst the ponies.


XXXXX


The day soon turned into evening and the two newlyweds sat talking and eating cake, looking over at the crowd and Dash spotted Pinkie, laughing and messing about with Lyra and looked at Applejack confused,


"Are those two…?"


"Yeah, Rarity told me," Applejack answered looking at the two mares who were feeding each other cake playfully and Dash just smiled.


"I didn't even realise,"


"Well your head has been up in the clouds the last month," Applejack said with a smile and Dash nudged her playfully.


"The carriage is going to be here soon," she added, looking at AJ quietly and the sun setting in the distance, their necklaces shimmering in the light "Are you ready for this trip?"


"It's only two days… and I haven't been to any place new in over a year, so yeah… I'm ready." She said smiling and Dash rubbed her face against hers with a giggle,


They watched as the carriage arrived ten minutes later and confetti was thrown signalling them off, ponies cheering and Applejack looked behind her… seeing Apple acres leave her sight… her friends and family leaving her as she began a vacation which would let her forget all for a couple of days.


It was such a long journey… leaving the land and heading toward the sea.


A foreign door being opened as they entered into the hotel room that dark night. Brown stone brick walls, wooden borders, a large balcony overlooking the sea and town and Applejack undressed back into her natural state as Dash looked outside to the shimmering sea… a sight not often seen in her life.


"You should really see this," she said to Applejack who walked over slowly… her body worn and tired but she looked across the balcony and saw the bright moon light up the water.


"Did I ever tell ya I can't swim," she joked and Dash chuckled, getting off the ground and into the air as she did a quick survey of the area and came back.


"I saw some ponies setting up fireworks… we could go walking on the beach tomorrow."


"Okay… but why don't we do something else tonight," AJ teased and Dash smiled coming back into the room. The two headed to the bed, laying down and looked at each other silently. Dash lifted Applejack's necklace up with her hoof, looking at it quietly.


"Did you think we'd make it this far?" she asked nervously and AJ just grinned, kissing Dash then and there, the Pegasus kissing her back eagerly as they held each other in a tight embrace, AJ pulling Dash on top of her and feeling her tongue invade her wife's mouth,


But when she squinted from slight pain Dash lifted her weight off her quickly saying,


"Sorry! Are you okay?"


"You won't hurt me…" she replied, caressing her love's cheek with her hoof gently, "Don't be afraid,"


"But I will hurt you…" Dash said worried and AJ closed her eyes, shaking her head.


"I may always have pain…" she said and looked her back deeply into the eyes,


"but that shouldn't mean I can never have this."


Dash lowered her eyes… she wanted to give it to her… she wanted to do it on their wedding night and only nodded, lowering back onto Applejack and began kissing her again… putting pressure on their bodies and she pushed hard against her,


And Applejack felt everything slow as for that minute… the pain left.


Her body felt like it had gone numb… looking up at Rainbow quietly… not feeling anything that hurt her… not feeling soreness for that minute… her body frozen.


Before an explosion blew through her, fireworks making loud banging noises outside as they blew wind through the balcony door, lighting up the sky in millions of sparkles… the night being lit up with light.


And it was over as soon as it came.


AJ lay there panting as Dash rolled off her, holding her tight… their hearts beating fast… her body beginning to slowly bring back pain but she looked across her to Dash and whispered,


"Thank you,"


"I love you… Applejack," Dash panted and Applejack felt her rest her head against her own… looking out at the ocean and said quietly,


"I love you too, Rainbow..."


XXXXX


It was early dawn… six o clock.


The sky was orange red, pink clouds low to the sea as two ponies walked the sandy shores… the water touching their hoofs gently as a new day was being born.


A new day for a new life.


"I've never walked on sand before…"


Applejack looked to Dash confused when she heard this,


"Not ever?"


"No," Dash said weakly and felt AJ splash her with a bit of water, the Pegasus doing a big jump into the waves and splashing water all over her partner.


AJ smiled, and looked ahead of her to a branch in the distance, nudging Dash and saying,


"I bet I could race ya to that stick."


"AJ…" Dash said slowly, not liking to hear that talk and the country pony just smiled,


"C'mon… just give me a chance?"


"Okay," Dash said weakly and the two prepared for the start off, "But I'll go easy on you,"


"You won't have to."


"Ready," Dash said quietly "One… two… three!"


She galloped ahead, Applejack reaching her legs forward,


As they hit the sand… as the pain hit from the force,


And she ran.


She galloped, her bones striking up agony, her body killing her from the force but she continued to run, run as fast as she could till she reached by Dash's side and ran with her.


The stick came towards her and then past her… she just kept running.


The pain was still there… the pain could be always there but it didn't matter.


She could run… and she'd keep on running till she fell.


She'd keep on running till she died.


For only one thing mattered… the one thing she never believed she could do again.


That she could run again.


She... could run.


And she began to pant, slowing down as Dash stopped beside her and smiled.


"You win."


"Only..." Applejack gasped, her legs shaking but looked at her with a grin, "Only if you can catch me,"


Taking off again and Rainbow Dash followed laughing, the two running onwards into the new dawning day,


Onwards into their future...


The End